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TAWITAWI BROWN-DOVE
Phapitreron cinereiceps
Critical ll A2c

Endangered [J Alc,d; B1+2a,b,c,d,e; C1; C2b
Vulnerable (1 D1; D2

This recently recognised species qualifies as Critical. It is predicted to undergo an extremely
rapid population reduction in the immediate future based on a decline in the extent and quality
of the remaining tiny fragments of forest within its very small range.

DISTRIBUTION The Tawitawi Brown-dove (see Remarks 1) is endemic to the 630 km?
island of Tawitawi (and adjacent Sanga-sanga) in the Sulu archipelago, Philippines, with
records as follows:

B PHILIPPINES Tawitawi Languyan at Marang-marang, April 1991 (male in CMNH);
Tataan, October and November 1891 (Dickinson et al. 1991; two specimens in USNM);
Lubbuk, north of Balimbing, December 1996 (Allen 1998); Tarawakan, north-west of Batu-
batu, May and December 1996 (Dutson et al. 1996, Allen 1998);

Sanga-sanga Balabek (forest) near Lakit-lakit, around 1987 (Krupa and Buck 1988; see

Remarks 2).
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The distribution of Tawitawi Brown-dove Phapitreron cinereiceps: (1) Languyan; (2) Tataan; (3) Lubbuk;
(4) Tarawakan; (5) Balabek.
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Phapitreron cinereiceps

POPULATION The population size of this brown-dove is not known but in recent years it
has been assumed to be extremely small (Collar et al. 1994). However, the species was common
at Tarawakan in May 1996 and is apparently shy, far more often heard (and then more
seasonally) than seen, so it may not in fact be as rare as feared (D. Allen in litz. 1997).

ECOLOGY Habitat The species inhabits (or inhabited: see Threats) lowland forest on Sanga-
sanga (Krupa and Buck 1988) and the specimen collected on Tawitawi in 1991 was in beach
mangroves with a mix of early original growth and selectively logged forest (CMNH register
data). However, on the latter island it is unlikely to be altitudinally restricted, except that the
maximum elevation there is only around 500 m (D. Allen verbally 1997).

Food The only information appears to be that the 1991 Tawitawi specimen had “balete”
(fig) fruit in its stomach (CMNH register data).

Breeding Nothing is known.

Migration Nothing is known, but on an island as small as Tawitawi seasonal movements,
if any, must be slight.

THREATS The Tawitawi Brown-dove is highly threatened by forest destruction coupled
with intensive and uncontrolled hunting (see Threats under Sulu Hornbill Anthracoceros
montani and Sulu Bleeding-heart Gallicolumba menagei). Observers in around 1987 and
September 1991 considered that “extensive forest still exists” on Tawitawi (Krupa and Buck
1988, Lambert 1993c), but such forest (as seen from the air) appears actually to be young
secondary growth (almost all trees are currently below 20 cm in diameter at breast height),
and logging of the few remaining areas with large trees—almost entirely confined to rugged
and mountainous areas—appears to be unsustainable and soon to be followed by uncontrolled
settlement and full conversion to agriculture as the island develops and malaria is eradicated
(D. Allen in litt. 1996, 1997). There is no primary forest now left on Sanga-sanga, only some
heavily degraded areas of low forest (G. C. L. Dutson in litt. 1996, D. Allen verbally 1997).
During the martial law years in the 1970s the shooting of various animals by military and
paramilitary groups could have caused a substantial decrease of the brown-dove population
(as reported for Sulu Bleeding-heart: Diesmos and Pedregosa 1995).

MEASURES TAKEN The ¢.300 ha forest at Tarawakan appears to receive some protection
through its association with an agricultural college (D. Allen in /itt. 1997), but the lack of
other protected areas in the range of this species is an omission which needs urgently to be
addressed. Tawitawi is a “key site” and its coastal areas have been proposed as a recipient of
FPE funding (see Appendix). In 1997, Mindanao State University (Tawitawi) and the Haribon
Foundation commenced collaboration on an awareness campaign on Tawitawi, focusing on
the conservation of terrestrial biodiversity (NADM).

MEASURES PROPOSED There is an urgent need to protect the remaining patches of forest
in Tawitawi and nearby islands by means of an integrated development plan (D. Allen in litt.
1997). Any conservation strategy for the area must consider the requirements of other
threatened species occupying similar ranges (see equivalent section under Sulu Hornbill). As
part of such a strategy, an intensive survey to locate further sites for this species and Sulu
Bleeding-heart is urgently required to assess their real conservation status and determine
their ecology. Conservation awareness programmes targeting local people on the Sulu and
Tawitawi archipelagos should be continued and expanded if possible.

REMARKS (1) The form cinereiceps does not differ from P. brunneiceps in its “redder

hindneck” (contra del Hoyo et al. 1997) but possesses a matt grey crown, more olive back,
rusty not vinous-grey belly, brown not buff vent, and grey not buff undertail-coverts (as
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judged from CMNH 91B2583), and on this basis merits specific recognition from P.
brunneiceps (see relevant account), with which it has in recent years (despite Manuel 1936a)
been united under the name “Dark-eared Brown-dove” (the detailed original descriptions of
both forms are adjacent in Bourns and Worcester 1894). It is arguably more distinct from
brunneiceps than brunneiceps is from Amethyst Brown-dove P. amethystina, the latter only
being recognised as representatives of separate species when their sympatry on Mt McKinley,
Mindanao, was noted (Dickinson et al. 1991). Rand (1970b) stated that on Mindanao
cinereiceps (i.e. brunneiceps) and amethystina both occur from 900 to 1,350 m, but that only
the latter was found at altitudes above this; there may thus be a partial difference in altitudinal
preference. (2) The account by Krupa and Buck (1988), apart from lacking a date, is ambiguous
about the locality involved in this record, since their title refers to Tawitawi while the landbirds
mentioned in the article seem (and are here assumed) all to have been recorded at Balabek
Forest, Sanga-sanga.
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