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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

Albania 1–2 <1 2007-2018 complete 0  2007-2018 complete - -60 to 0 1980-2018 expert  
Armenia 130–180 1 2013-2018 complete 0  2007-2018  + 10 to 20 2003-2018 partial  
Azerbaijan 200–2000 4 1996-2019 expert ?  2013-2019 expert ?  1980-2019 expert  
Bulgaria 0–110 <1 2013-2018 complete F  2000-2018 complete F  1980-2018 partial  
Denmark 1 <1 2016-2016 complete F  2004-2017 complete -  1974-2017 complete  
France 560–1100 6 2013-2018 complete +  2007-2018 complete +  1982-2018 complete  
Germany 37 <1 2016-2016 complete 0  2004-2016 expert -  1985-2016 expert  
Greece 180–280 2 2013-2018 complete 0  2007-2018 complete - -20 to -10 1980-2018 complete  
Italy 540–560 4 2013-2018 expert 0  2007-2018 expert + 80 to 175 1993-2018 expert  
Portugal 1000–2000 9 2013-2018 partial ?  2007-2018 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient  
Romania 0–10 <1 2013-2018 expert F -100 to 1000 2007-2018 expert F -100 to 1000 1980-2018 expert  
Russia 3800–4800 28 2008-2019 partial F  2008-2018 partial F  1980-2018 partial  
Spain 5700–5800 37 2007-2018 partial 0  2007-2018 partial +  1980-2018 partial  
Turkey 530–1100 5 2002-2018 partial ?  2012-2018 deficient ?  1980-2013 deficient  
Ukraine 600–800 4 2013-2019 expert 0  2007-2018 expert 0  1980-2018 expert  
EU28 8000–9900 58            
Europe 13300–18700 100            
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The 'method used' (replacing the data 'quality' assessment in the 2015 European Red List) is reported as: a) Complete: complete survey or a statistically robust estimate; b) Partial: 
based mainly on extrapolation from a limited amount of data; c) Expert: based mainly on expert opinion with very limited data; d) Defficient: insufficient or no data available.
5 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
6 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
7 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude
▮ Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Sources

Albania
Breeding population size: Bino & Xeka pers. obs.
Breeding short-term trend: Bino & Xeka pers. obs.
Breeding long-term trend: Bino pers. obs.

Armenia
Breeding population size: TSE NGO
Breeding short-term trend: TSE (2020) The Atlas of the Breeding Birds in Armenia. In preparation.
Breeding long-term trend: TSE (2020) The Atlas of the Breeding Birds in Armenia. In preparation.

Azerbaijan
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2004
Breeding short-term trend: AOS data base
Breeding long-term trend: AOS Data Base

Bulgaria
Breeding population size: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria . Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p.; National Art. 12 reporting database 2013-2018; Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of Bulgaria. Vol. 2, Animals. Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ 
BSPB Bird Database
Breeding short-term trend: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria . Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p.; National Art. 12 reporting database 2013-2018; Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of Bulgaria. Vol. 2, Animals. Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ 
BSPB Bird Database
Breeding long-term trend: Iankov, P. (ed.) 2007 Atlas of Breeding Birds in Bulgaria . Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, Conservation Series, Book 10, Sofia, 
BSPB, 679 p. Botev, B. (ed.) 1985. Red Data Book of Bulgaria, Vol. 2, Animals, Sofia, BAS, 183 p. Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red Data Book of Bulgaria. Vol. 2, Animals. 
Http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/ BSPB Bird Database

Denmark
Breeding population size: Nielsen, R.D., Holm, T.E., Clausen, P., Bregnballe. T., Clausen, K.K., Petersen, I.K., Sterup, J., Balsby, T.J.S., Pedersen, C.L., Mikkelsen, P. & 
Bladt, J. (2019). Fugle 2012-2017. NOVANA. Aarhus Universitet, DCE – Nationalt Center for Miljø og Energi. - Videnskabelig rapport nr. 314. http://dce2.au.dk/pub/SR314.pdf 
and http://novana.au.dk/fugle/
Breeding short-term trend: Nielsen, R.D., Holm, T.E., Clausen, P., Bregnballe. T., Clausen, K.K., Petersen, I.K., Sterup, J., Balsby, T.J.S., Pedersen, C.L., Mikkelsen, P. & 
Bladt, J. (2019). Fugle 2012-2017. NOVANA. Aarhus Universitet, DCE – Nationalt Center for Miljø og Energi. - Videnskabelig rapport nr. 314. http://dce2.au.dk/pub/SR314.pdf 
and http://novana.au.dk/fugle/
Breeding long-term trend: Nielsen, R.D., Holm, T.E., Clausen, P., Bregnballe. T., Clausen, K.K., Petersen, I.K., Sterup, J., Balsby, T.J.S., Pedersen, C.L., Mikkelsen, P. & 
Bladt, J. (2019). Fugle 2012-2017. NOVANA. Aarhus Universitet, DCE – Nationalt Center for Miljø og Energi. - Videnskabelig rapport nr. 314. http://dce2.au.dk/pub/SR314.pdf 
and http://novana.au.dk/fugle/

France
Breeding population size: Gwenaël Quaintenne & les coordinateurs-espèce 2016. Les oiseaux nicheurs rares et menacés en France en 2014. Ornithos 23-2, 65-101 ; G. 
Quaintenne & coordinateurs-espèce 2018. Les oiseaux nicheurs rares et menacés en France en 2015. Ornithos 25-2, 57 à 91 ; Life+ ENVOLL . http://www.life-envoll.eu/
sensibilisation-et-communication-39. Lettre d'information Réseau de gestionnaires et de suivi,
Breeding short-term trend: B. Cadiou et coordinateurs 2015. 5e recensement des oiseaux marins nicheurs de France métropolitaine (2009-2012). Ornithos 22-5, 233 - 257

Germany
Breeding population size: Monitoring seltener Brutvögel (http://www.dda-web.de/index.php?cat=monitoring&subcat=ga&subsubcat=kontakt)
Breeding short-term trend: Gerlach et al. (in Vorb.): Vögel in Deutschland – 2019. Dachverband Deutscher Avifaunisten, Bundesamt für Naturschutz und 
Länderarbeitsgemeinschaft der Vogelschutzwarten, Münster.
Breeding long-term trend: Gerlach et al. (in Vorb.): Vögel in Deutschland – 2019. Dachverband Deutscher Avifaunisten, Bundesamt für Naturschutz und 
Länderarbeitsgemeinschaft der Vogelschutzwarten, Münster.

Greece
Breeding population size: Panagiotopoulou, M. & Kazantzidis, S. 2009. Gull-billed Tern. In: Legakis, A. & P. Maragou (eds.). The Greek Red Data Book. Hellenic Zoological 
Society.
Breeding short-term trend: Panagiotopoulou, M. & Kazantzidis, S. 2009. Gull-billed Tern. In: Legakis, A. & P. Maragou (eds.). The Greek Red Data Book. Hellenic 
Zoological Society.
Breeding long-term trend: Panagiotopoulou, M. & Kazantzidis, S. 2009. Gull-billed Tern. In: Legakis, A. & P. Maragou (eds.). The Greek Red Data Book. Hellenic Zoological 
Society.

Italy
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2017. European birds of conservation concern: populations, trends and national responsibilities. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife 
International.
Breeding short-term trend: BirdLife International 2017. European birds of conservation concern: populations, trends and national responsibilities. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife 
International.
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Italy
Breeding long-term trend: Brichetti P., Meschini E., 1993. Stima delle popolazioni di uccelli nidificanti. In Meschini E., Frugis S.,1993. Atlante degli uccelli nidificanti in Italia. 
Suppl. Ric. Biol. Selvaggina, 20, 1-345.

Portugal
Breeding population size: eBird (2019). eBird: An online database of bird distribution and abundance [web application]. eBird, Ithaca, New York. Available: http://
www.ebird.org/portugal/home. (Accessed: October 22, 2018).

Romania
Breeding population size: Ornitodata (Romanian Ornithological Society) Database, OpenBirdMaps (Milvus Group) Database, Rombird (Romanian Rarity Commission) 
Database
Breeding short-term trend: Ornitodata (Romanian Ornithological Society) Database, OpenBirdMaps (Milvus Group) Database, Rombird (Romanian Rarity Commission) 
Database
Breeding long-term trend: Ornitodata (Romanian Ornithological Society) Database, OpenBirdMaps (Milvus Group) Database, Rombird (Romanian Rarity Commission) 
Database

Russia
Breeding population size: Voltzit & Kalyakin 2013-2019; Database of the project on Atlas of breeding birds of European Russia
Breeding short-term trend: Belik in press.
Breeding long-term trend: Belik et al. 2003; Krivenko & Vinogradov 2008; Lokhman 2010

Spain
Breeding population size: Corbacho, C., Sánchez Guzmán, J.M. & Villegas, M.A. (2009). Pagazas, charranes y fumareles en España. Población reproductora en 2007 y 
método de censo. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid, 129 pp. (https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/
24_pagazas_charranes_y_fumareles_tcm30-208121.pdf). Información proporcionada por las Comunidades Autónomas. SEO/BirdLife (2018). Censos de aves acuáticas. 
(http://www.acuaticas.org/WebForms/ConsultaContenidos/Paginas/RealMapasDistAbunEspecie.aspx)
Breeding short-term trend: BirdLife International (2018). Gelochelidon nilotica. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2018: e.T62026481A132670500. (http://dx.doi.org/
10.2305/IUCN.UK.2018-2.RLTS.T62026481A132670500.en) Corbacho, C., Sánchez Guzmán, J.M. & Villegas, M.A. (2009). Pagazas, charranes y fumareles en España. 
Población reproductora en 2007 y método de censo. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid, 129 pp. (https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/
24_pagazas_charranes_y_fumareles_tcm30-208121.pdf). Información proporcionada por las Comunidades Autónomas. SEO/BirdLife (2018). Censos de aves acuáticas. 
(http://www.acuaticas.org/WebForms/ConsultaContenidos/Paginas/RealMapasDistAbunEspecie.aspx)
Breeding long-term trend: Corbacho, C., Sánchez Guzmán, J.M. & Villegas, M.A. (2009). Pagazas, charranes y fumareles en España. Población reproductora en 2007 y 
método de censo. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid, 129 pp. (https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/
24_pagazas_charranes_y_fumareles_tcm30-208121.pdf) Información proporcionada por las Comunidades Autónomas. Martí, R. & del Moral, J.C. (Eds.) (2003). Atlas de las 
Aves Reproductoras de España. Dirección General de Conservación de la Naturaleza- Sociedad Española de Ornitología. Madrid, 733 pp. (https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/
biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/inventario-especies-terrestres/inventario-nacional-de-biodiversidad/ieet_aves_atlas.aspx) SEO/BirdLife (2018). Censos de aves 
acuáticas. (http://www.acuaticas.org/WebForms/ConsultaContenidos/Paginas/RealMapasDistAbunEspecie.aspx)

Turkey
Breeding population size: Suhendan Karauz, Ömer Döndüren personal communication (2019), Eken G., Bozdoğan M., İsfendiyaroğlu S., Kılıç D.T., Lise Y. (2006) 
Türkiye’nin Önemli Doğa Alanları. Doğa Derneği, Ankara., Karauz, E.S. The Importance of Bolluk Lake (Tuz Lake Basin) for Colonially Breeding Waterbirds (1996-2011), In 
preparation, Richardson, I.M. 2003. A long term bird survey of Kulu Gölü, Turkey (2001-2002). Sandgrouse 25(2): 110-121

Ukraine
Breeding population size: Atlas work, non-published data
Breeding long-term trend: Горбань І. (2003): Оцінка чисельності гніздових птахів України. - Вісн. Львів. ун-ту. Сер. біол. 34: 147-158.
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