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Lyrurus tetrix (Black Grouse)

Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

Albania 0 <1 2007-2018 partial ?  2007-2018 partial - -100 to 0 1980-2018 expert  
Austria 22000–32000 2 2013-2018 partial 0  2007-2018 partial ?  1981-2018 deficient tetrix
Belarus 30000–35000 2 2010-2018 partial 0 -10 to 10 2012-2019 expert - -30 to -25 1980-2019 expert  
Belgium 2–5 <1 2013-2018 complete - -86 to -66 2008-2018 complete - -99 to -98 1973-2018 partial tetrix
Czechia 370–500 <1 2014-2017 complete -  2007-2018 expert -  1980-2018 expert tetrix
Denmark 0 <1 2017 complete ?  2006-2017 expert - -100 to -93 1980-2017 complete tetrix
Estonia 4000–5000 <1 2013-2017 partial - -49 to -14 2006-2017 partial - -76 to -37 1980-2017 partial tetrix
Finland 353000–639000 31 2013-2018 complete - -51 to -44 2007-2018 complete - -39 to -29 1987-2018 complete tetrix
France 6700–9900 <1 2000-2009 partial ?  2007-2018 deficient - -17 to 0 2000-2018 partial tetrix
Germany 850–1300 <1 2016-2016 expert -  2004-2016 expert 0  1980-2016 expert tetrix
Italy 20000–24000 2 2017 expert ?  2007-2018 deficient + 60 to 100 1993-2018 expert tetrix
Latvia 5800–15200 <1 2012-2012 partial ?  2009-2017 deficient + 33 to 35 1991-2012 partial tetrix
Liechtenstein 70–100 <1 2013-2018 complete F  2006-2018 complete F  1980-2018 partial  
Lithuania 1500–2000 <1 2013-2018 partial - -30 to -20 2013-2018 partial - -70 to -55 1980-2018 partial tetrix
Netherlands 0–2 <1 2013-2017 complete - -100 to -87 2006-2017 complete - -98 to -96 1980-2017 complete tetrix
Norway 50000–100000 5 2013-2018 expert ?  2013-2018 partial - 0 to 25 1980-2018 partial  
Poland 180–340 <1 2013-2018 partial -  2013-2018 partial - -99 to -94 1980-2018 partial tetrix
Romania 60–150 <1 2013-2014 partial ?  2007-2018 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient tetrix
Russia 600000–850000 48 2008-2018 partial ?  2008-2018 deficient + 0 1980-2018 expert  
Slovakia 300–500 <1 2013-2018 partial + 20 to 30 2007-2018 partial - -10 to -1 1980-2018 partial tetrix
Slovenia 1500–2000 <1 2005-2018 partial ?  2002-2018 deficient + 0 to 20 1980-2018 expert tetrix
Sweden 102000–132000 8 2013-2018 partial - -42 to -25 2007-2018 partial - -64 to -34 1980-2018 partial tetrix
Switzerland 12000–16000 <1 2013–2016 partial 0 -3 to 24 2007-2018 complete 0 -4 to 29 1990-2018 complete  
Ukraine 2500–3500 <1 2015-2017 complete F  2000-2019 partial -  1980-2019 partial  
United Kingdom 4800–4900 <1 2014-2016 partial +  2005-2016 partial -  1997-2016 partial britannicus
EU28 523000–868000 44            
Europe 1210000–1880000 100            
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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The 'method used' (replacing the data 'quality' assessment in the 2015 European Red List) is reported as: a) Complete: complete survey or a statistically robust estimate; b) Partial: 
based mainly on extrapolation from a limited amount of data; c) Expert: based mainly on expert opinion with very limited data; d) Defficient: insufficient or no data available.
5 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
6 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
7 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude
▮ Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Sources

Albania
Breeding population size: Bino & Xeka 2020 in EBBA 2
Breeding short-term trend: Bino & Xeka pers. obs.
Breeding long-term trend: Bino pers. obs.

Austria: tetrix
Breeding population size: BirdLife Austria, estimate based on a sample of breeding densities from different sites and habitats (minimum estimate); state hunting 
associations (Landesjagdverbände der Bundesländer), results of counts of displaying males on lekking grounds (maximum estimate)
Breeding short-term trend: BirdLife Austria, unpublished data from www.ornitho.at; BirdLife Austria, unpublished archive data; state hunting associations 
(Landesjagdverbände der Bundesländer), results of counts of displaying males on lekking grounds (maximum estimate)
Breeding long-term trend: BirdLife Austria

Belarus
Breeding population size: Research work of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus “Dynamics and predictive assessment of changes in the state of 
populations of the main resource and biocenotically most important bird species in Belarus”
Breeding long-term trend: Pavlushchick T.E., Malahov I.A. Contemporary status of Black Grouse population in Belarus // State of the environment in Belarus. Ecological 
Bulletin. 2009. – 2010. – Minsk. – P. 279-283 Pavlushchick T.E. Black Grouse in Belarus: contemporary status of population //Ecological culture and environmental 
conservation: Proceedings of 1st International conference, Vitebsk, November 21-22 2013. – 2013. – Vitebsk. – P. 199-201

Belgium: tetrix
Breeding population size: Vermeersch G. et al. (2018, in press). Broedvogels in Vlaanderen in de periode 2013-2018. Rapporten van het Instituut voor Natuur- en 
Bosonderzoek (INBO), Brussel. / Paquet, J-Y., Anselin, A., Vermeersch, G., Derouaux, A., Devos, K. (2019, in prep.). Contribution of Belgium to EBCC European Breeding 
Bird Atlas 2. Internal Report.
Breeding short-term trend: Vermeersch G. et al. (2018, in press). Broedvogels in Vlaanderen in de periode 2013-2018. Rapporten van het Instituut voor Natuur- en 
Bosonderzoek (INBO), Brussel. / Paquet, J-Y., Anselin, A., Vermeersch, G., Derouaux, A., Devos, K. (2019, in prep.). Contribution of Belgium to EBCC European Breeding 
Bird Atlas 2. Internal Report.
Breeding long-term trend: Vermeersch G. et al. (2018, in press). Broedvogels in Vlaanderen in de periode 2013-2018. Rapporten van het Instituut voor Natuur- en 
Bosonderzoek (INBO), Brussel. / Paquet, J-Y., Anselin, A., Vermeersch, G., Derouaux, A., Devos, K. (2019, in prep.). Contribution of Belgium to EBCC European Breeding 
Bird Atlas 2. Internal Report.

Czechia: tetrix
Breeding population size: Šťastný et Bejček in prep. - Atlas hnízdního rozšíření ptáků ČR 2014-2017
Breeding short-term trend: Hora et al. 2015, Breeding atlas
Breeding long-term trend: expert opinion

Denmark: tetrix
Breeding population size: www.dofbasen.dk & Nyegaard,T. et al.,Truede og sjældne ynglefugle i Danmark 1998-2012, Dansk Ornitologisk Forenings Tidsskrift 108, nr 1, 
2014 & Atlas III 2014-2017 (www.dofbasen.dk/atlas) & DOF BirdLifeDK Fugleåret 2006-2017 &
Breeding short-term trend: www.dofbasen.dk & Nyegaard,T. et al.,Truede og sjældne ynglefugle i Danmark 1998-2012, Dansk Ornitologisk Forenings Tidsskrift 108, nr 1, 
2014 & Atlas III 2014-2017 (www.dofbasen.dk/atlas) & DOF BirdLifeDK Fugleåret 2006-2017
Breeding long-term trend: www.dofbasen.dk & Nyegaard,T. et al.,Truede og sjældne ynglefugle i Danmark 1998-2012, Dansk Ornitologisk Forenings Tidsskrift 108, nr 1, 
2014 & Atlas III 2014-2017 (www.dofbasen.dk/atlas) & DOF BirdLifeDK Fugleåret 2006-2017

Estonia: tetrix
Breeding population size: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers
Breeding short-term trend: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers
Breeding long-term trend: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers

Finland: tetrix
Breeding population size: Finnish wildlife triangle scheme run by Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke) https://www.riistakolmiot.fi/ Lehikoinen, A. , Below, A., 
Jukarainen, A., Laaksonen, T., Lehtiniemi, T., Mikkola-Roos, M., Pessa, J., Rajasärkkä, A., Rusanen, P., Sirkiä, P., Tiainen, J. & Valkama, J. 2019: Suomen lintujen 
pesimäkantojen koot. – Linnut-vuosikirja 2018: 38-45.
Breeding short-term trend: Finnish wildlife triangle scheme run by Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke) https://www.riistakolmiot.fi/
Breeding long-term trend: Finnish wildlife triangle scheme run by Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke) https://www.riistakolmiot.fi/

France: tetrix
Breeding population size: OGM 2009. Suivi patrimonial des Galliformes. Bilan de la décennie 2000 - 2009.. rapport non publié,
Breeding long-term trend: Observatoire des Galliformes de Montagne 2018. Bilans démographiques 2018 des Galliformes de montagne - massif alpin.. ; Canonne Coline 
2017. Caractérisation des tendances par sites des populations de Tétras-lyre dans les Alpes françaises.
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Germany: tetrix
Breeding population size: Gerlach et al. (in Vorb.): Vögel in Deutschland – 2019. Dachverband Deutscher Avifaunisten, Bundesamt für Naturschutz und 
Länderarbeitsgemeinschaft der Vogelschutzwarten, Münster.
Breeding short-term trend: Gerlach et al. (in Vorb.): Vögel in Deutschland – 2019. Dachverband Deutscher Avifaunisten, Bundesamt für Naturschutz und 
Länderarbeitsgemeinschaft der Vogelschutzwarten, Münster.
Breeding long-term trend: Gerlach et al. (in Vorb.): Vögel in Deutschland – 2019. Dachverband Deutscher Avifaunisten, Bundesamt für Naturschutz und 
Länderarbeitsgemeinschaft der Vogelschutzwarten, Münster.

Italy: tetrix
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2017. European birds of conservation concern: populations, trends and national responsibilities. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife 
International.
Breeding short-term trend: No recent data available - Brichetti P., Fracasso G., 2018. The Birds of Italy. Vol. I. Anatidae-Alcidae. Ed. Belvedere, Latina (Italy), "historia 
naturae" (6), pp. 512.
Breeding long-term trend: Brichetti P., Meschini E., 1993. Stima delle popolazioni di uccelli nidificanti. In Meschini E., Frugis S.,1993. Atlante degli uccelli nidificanti in Italia. 
Suppl. Ric. Biol. Selvaggina, 20, 1-345.

Latvia: tetrix
Breeding population size: Aunins A., Keišs O. 2012. [Monitoring for the Farmland Bird Population Index. Final report for the year 2012. ] (in Latvian) Latvian Ornithological 
society
Breeding short-term trend: No data available.
Breeding long-term trend: Strazds M., Priednieks J., Vaverins G. 1994. [Size of Latvian bird populations.] (in Latvian) In: Putni dabā, 4: 3–18 Aunins A., Keišs O. 2012. 
[Monitoring for the Farmland Bird Population Index. Final report for the year 2012. ] (in Latvian) Latvian Ornithological society

Liechtenstein
Breeding population size: Willi 2019
Breeding short-term trend: Willi 2006
Breeding long-term trend: Willi 2019; Willi & Broggi 1986; Willi 1984; Willi 1994

Lithuania: tetrix
Breeding population size: Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlaso duomenų bazė 
(Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds 
Directive 2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji knyga" 
parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES)
Breeding short-term trend: Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlaso duomenų bazė 
(Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds 
Directive 2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji knyga" 
parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES)
Breeding long-term trend: Logminas, V. (ed.). 1991. Lietuvos fauna: paukščiai. Vilnius: „Mokslas“. Kurlavičius, P. (ed.) 2006. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlasas. Kaunas: 
„Lututė“. Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) BirdLife International/European Bird Cencus Council. 2000. European bird populations: 
estimates and trends. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International (BirdLife Conservation Series No. 10). Raudonikis L. 2004. Important Bird Areas of the European Union 
Importance in Lithuania. Lithuanian Ornithological Society & Institute of Ecology of Vilnius University. Lutute, Vilnius. Jusys, V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2012. Lietuvos 
paukščių pažinimo vadovas. Kaunas: „Lututė“. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds Directive 
2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių 
atlaso duomenų bazė (Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji 
knyga" parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES)

Netherlands: tetrix
Breeding population size: Sovon NEM (Sovon, CBS and provincies) and Bird atlas (Sovon 2018)
Breeding short-term trend: NEM (Sovon, RWS, CBS, provincies)
Breeding long-term trend: Sovon

Norway
Breeding population size: Shimmings P. & Øien, I.J. 2015. Bestandsestimater og trender for norske hekkefugler. NOF-rapport 2015-2.
Breeding short-term trend: Terrestrial monitoring programme - extensive (TOV-e)
Breeding long-term trend: Shimmings, P. & Øien, I.J. 2015. Bestandsestimater for norske hekkefugler. NOF Rapport 2-2015. 268 pp.

Poland: tetrix
Breeding population size: A. Pałucki, D. Zawadzka - unpublished information
Breeding short-term trend: A. Pałucki, D. Zawadzka - unpublished information
Breeding long-term trend: Tomiałojć L., Stawarczyk T. 2003. Awifauna Polski: rozmieszczenie, liczebność i zmiany. PTPP "pro Natura"; BirdLife International 2004. Birds in 
Europe: population estimates, trends and conservation status. BirdLife International, Cambridge, UK; A. Pałuck

Romania: tetrix
Breeding population size: Iușan C., Záhorec L., 2020 (in prep.), Contributions to knowledge of nesting black grouse (Tetrao tetrix) in Rodna Mountains National Park and 
Natura 2000 site (Romania), Studii și Cercetări - Seria Biologie, Complexul Muzeal Bistrița, nr. 20, Bistrița-Năsăud
Breeding short-term trend: Ornitodata (Romanian Ornithological Society) Database, OpenBirdMaps (Milvus Group) Database, Rombird (Romanian Rarity Commission) 
Database
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Romania: tetrix
Breeding long-term trend: Ornitodata (Romanian Ornithological Society) Database, OpenBirdMaps (Milvus Group) Database, Rombird (Romanian Rarity Commission) 
Database

Russia
Breeding population size: Voltzit & Kalyakin 2013-2019; Database of the project on Atlas of breeding birds of European Russia
Breeding long-term trend: Kostiunin 2011; Mischenlo et al. 2019

Slovakia: tetrix
Breeding population size: Coordinatory group for reporting 2019. Karaska D., Trnka A., Krištín A., Ridzoň J.: Chránené vtáčie územia Slovenska. ŠOP SR Banská Bystrica, 
2015. Mikoláš. M. et al. Program záchrany Tetrova hoľniaka (Tetrao tetrix Linnaeus, 1758) na roky 2018 – 2022, B. Bystrica, 2018
Breeding short-term trend: Coordinatory group for reporting 2019, AVES-Symfony Database 2013-2018, KIMS Database 2013-2018. Mikoláš. M. et al. Program záchrany 
Tetrova hoľniaka (Tetrao tetrix Linnaeus, 1758) na roky 2018 – 2022, B. Bystrica, 2018
Breeding long-term trend: Coordinatory group for reporting 2019, AVES-Symfony Database 2013-2018, KIMS Database 2013-2018. Mikoláš. M. et al. Program záchrany 
Tetrova hoľniaka (Tetrao tetrix Linnaeus, 1758) na roky 2018 – 2022, B. Bystrica, 2018

Slovenia: tetrix
Breeding population size: Mihelič T. (2019): Ruševec Lyrurus tetrix. pp. 76-77. In: Mihelič T., Kmecl P., Denac K., Koce U., Vrezec A., Denac D. (eds): Atlas ptic Slovenije. 
Popis gnezdilk 2002-2017. – DOPPS, Ljubljana.
Breeding short-term trend: There are no sources for this information.
Breeding long-term trend: Mihelič T. (2019): Ruševec Lyrurus tetrix. pp. 76-77. In: Mihelič T., Kmecl P., Denac K., Koce U., Vrezec A., Denac D. (eds): Atlas ptic Slovenije. 
Popis gnezdilk 2002-2017. – DOPPS, Ljubljana.

Sweden: tetrix
Breeding population size: Ottosson, U., Ottvall, R., Elmberg, J., Green, M., Gustafsson, R., Haas, F., Holmqvist, N., Lindström, Å., Nilsson, L., Svensson, M., Svensson, S. 
& Tjernberg, M. 2012. Fåglarna i Sverige – antal och förekomst. SOF, Halmstad. Swedish Bird Survey. BirdLife Sverige, Annual Bird reports.
Breeding short-term trend: Svensk fågeltaxering - Swedish Bird Survey
Breeding long-term trend: Svensk fågeltaxering - Swedish Bird Survey

Switzerland
Breeding population size: Knaus, P., S. Antoniazza, S. Wechsler, J. Guélat, M. Kéry, N. Strebel & T. Sattler (2018): Swiss Breeding Bird Atlas 2013–2016. Distribution and 
population trends of birds in Switzerland and Liechtenstein. Swiss Ornithological Institute, Sempach.
Breeding short-term trend: https://www.vogelwarte.ch/en/projects/population-trends/breeding-population-indices/
Breeding long-term trend: https://www.vogelwarte.ch/en/projects/population-trends/breeding-population-indices/

Ukraine
Breeding population size: Atlas work, non-published data
Breeding short-term trend: Кратюк О. Л. Тетерук // Червона книга України. Тваринний світ / За ред. І. А. Акімова. — К.: Глобалконсалтинг, 2009. — С. 439.
Breeding long-term trend: Кратюк О. Л. Тетерук // Червона книга України. Тваринний світ / За ред. І. А. Акімова. — К.: Глобалконсалтинг, 2009. — С. 439.

United Kingdom: britannicus
Breeding population size: Aebischer, N.J. (2017). Evaluation of Black Grouse trend in abundance 2005-2016 and over three generations 1997-2016. Working paper (UK 
Red List), Bird Expert Group Committee Meeting 10 February 2017, JNCC, Peterborough
Breeding short-term trend: Aebischer, N.J. (2017). Evaluation of Black Grouse trend in abundance 2005-2016 and over three generations 1997-2016. Working paper (UK 
Red List), Bird Expert Group Committee Meeting 10 February 2017, JNCC, Peterborough
Breeding long-term trend: Aebischer, N.J. (2017). Evaluation of Black Grouse trend in abundance 2005-2016 and over three generations 1997-2016. Working paper (UK 
Red List), Bird Expert Group Committee Meeting 10 February 2017, JNCC, Peterborough
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