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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

Belarus 150–250 <1 2010-2018 partial + 0 to 40 2012-2019 expert ?  1980-2019 deficient  
DK: Faroe Is 2000 <1 2014 expert ?    ?     
DK: Greenland 10–50 <1 2018 expert ?  2007-2018 partial ?  1989-2018 expert  
Estonia 600–700 <1 2013-2017 complete 0 -18 to -2 2006-2017 complete 0 -21 to 1 1980-2017 complete  
Finland 38800–51900 13 2013-2018 complete + 10 to 71 2007-2018 complete + 74 to 254 1983-2018 complete  
Iceland 256000 71 2016 partial 0  2006-2018 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient  
Latvia 41–70 <1 2013-2017 partial 0 -9 to -2 2000-2017 partial 0 -3 to 3 1980-2017 partial  
Norway 2000–10000 1 2013-2018 deficient F  2013-2018 partial - -5 to -2 1980-2018 partial  
Russia 30000–51000 11 2010-2018 partial ?  2008-2018 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient  
Sweden 7400–14700 3 2013-2018 partial 0 -40 to 10 2007-2018 partial + 10 to 40 1980-2018 partial  
United Kingdom 310 <1 2009 partial -  1991-2009 partial -  1982-2009 partial  
EU28 47100–67700 16            
Europe 337000–387000 100            
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The 'method used' (replacing the data 'quality' assessment in the 2015 European Red List) is reported as: a) Complete: complete survey or a statistically robust estimate; b) Partial: 
based mainly on extrapolation from a limited amount of data; c) Expert: based mainly on expert opinion with very limited data; d) Defficient: insufficient or no data available.
5 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
6 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
7 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Table 2. Reported national wintering population sizes and trends in Europe1. Note that some countries within the species' wintering range did not report any data, and 
that only minimum totals are presented, to avoid double-counting of birds moving between countries.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (individuals)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

Azerbaijan 200–2000 52 1996-2019 expert ?  2010-2019 expert ?  1980-2019 expert
Bulgaria 5–10 <1 2013-2018 expert ?  2007-2018 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient
Spain 420–1300 48 2013-2018 complete + 3 to 4 2007-2018 partial +  1980-2018 complete
EU28 430–1300 50           
Europe 630–3300 100           
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The 'method used' (replacing the data 'quality' assessment in the 2015 European Red List) is reported as: a) Complete: complete survey or a statistically robust estimate; b) Partial: 
based mainly on extrapolation from a limited amount of data; c) Expert: based mainly on expert opinion with very limited data; d) Defficient: insufficient or no data available.
5 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
6 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
7 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude
▮ Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Figure 3. Reported wintering population sizes and short-term trends across Europe. Note that some countries 
within the species' wintering range did not report any data.

Figure 4. Reported wintering population sizes and long-term trends across Europe. Note that some countries 
within the species' wintering range did not report any data.
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Sources

Azerbaijan
Winter population size: AOS data base
Winter short-term trend: AOS Data Base
Winter long-term trend: AOS Data Base

Belarus
Breeding population size: Research work of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus “Dynamics and predictive assessment of changes in the state of 
populations of the main resource and biocenotically most important bird species in Belarus”

Bulgaria
Winter population size: Wetlands International (2019): Submitted IWC data for Bulgaria for period 2013-2018.; National Art. 12 reporting database 2013-2018; National 
workshop of experts, Sofia 27-29.8.2019
Winter short-term trend: National Art. 12 reporting database 2013-2018; Dimitrov, M., T. Michev, L. Profirov, K. Nyagolov. 2005. Waterbirds of Bourgas Wetlands: Results 
and Evaluation of the Monthly Waterbirds Monitoring 1996-2002. Bulgarian Biodiversity Foundation and Publ. House Pensoft, Sofia, 160 pp.;
Winter long-term trend: Michev, T., L. Profirov. 2003. Midwinter Numbers of Waterbirds in Bulgaria (1977-2001). Results from 25 years of mid-winter count carried out at the 
most important Bulgarian Wetlands. Publ. House Pensoft, Sofia, 160 pp.

DK: Faroe Is
Breeding population size: Hammer et al. (2014) Færøsk trækfugleatlas [Faroese bird migration atlas]. Fróðskapur / Faroe University Press, Tórshavn.

DK: Greenland
Breeding population size: Boertmann & Bay: The Greenland Red list: http://www.natur.gl/roedliste/

Estonia
Breeding population size: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers
Breeding short-term trend: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers
Breeding long-term trend: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers

Finland
Breeding population size: Lehikoinen, A. , Below, A., Jukarainen, A., Laaksonen, T., Lehtiniemi, T., Mikkola-Roos, M., Pessa, J., Rajasärkkä, A., Rusanen, P., Sirkiä, P., 
Tiainen, J. & Valkama, J. 2019: Suomen lintujen pesimäkantojen koot. – Linnut-vuosikirja 2018: 38-45.
Breeding short-term trend: Väisänen, R. A., Lehikoinen, A. & Sirkiä, P. 2018: Suomen pesivän maalinnuston kannanvaihtelut 1975-2017. ‒ Linnut-vuosikirja 2017: 16‒31.
Breeding long-term trend: Väisänen, R. A., Lehikoinen, A. & Sirkiä, P. 2018: Suomen pesivän maalinnuston kannanvaihtelut 1975-2017. ‒ Linnut-vuosikirja 2017: 16‒31.

Iceland
Breeding population size: Kristinn Haukur Skarphéðinsson, Borgný Katrínardóttir, Guðmundur A. Guðmundsson og Svenja N.V. Auhage 2016. Mikilvæg fuglasvæði á 
Íslandi. Fjölrit Náttúrufræðistofnunar Nr. 55. 295 s. rafræn útgáfa leiðrétt í nóvember 2017. http://utgafa.ni.is/fjolrit/Fjolrit_55.pdf.

Latvia
Breeding population size: Unpublished data for European Breeding Bird Atlas (2013-2017); Expert: Andris Dekants, andris.dekants@lob.lv
Breeding short-term trend: Unpublished data for European Breeding Bird Atlas (2013-2017); Expert: Andris Dekants, andris.dekants@lob.lv
Breeding long-term trend: Priednieks J., Strazds M., Strazds A., Petrins A. 1989. Latvian Breeding Bird Atlas 1980-1984. Riga: Zinatne Unpublished data for European 
Breeding Bird Atlas (2013-2017); Expert: Andris Dekants, andris.dekants@lob.lv

Norway
Breeding population size: Shimmings P. & Øien, I.J. 2015. Bestandsestimater og trender for norske hekkefugler. NOF-rapport 2015-2.
Breeding short-term trend: Terrestrial monitoring programme - extensive (TOV-e)
Breeding long-term trend: (a) Shimmings, P. & Øien, I.J. 2015. Bestandsestimater for norske hekkefugler. NOF Rapport 2-2015. 268 pp. (b) Kålås, J.A., Husby, M., Nilsen, 
E.B. & Vang, R. 2014. Bestandsvariasjoner for terrestriske fugler i Norge. NOF-Rapport 4-2014. 36 s.

Russia
Breeding population size: Voltzit & Kalyakin 2013-2019; Database of the project on Atlas of breeding birds of European Russia

Spain
Winter population size: Información proporcionada por las Comunidades Autónomas. SEO/BirdLife (2018). Censos de aves acuáticas. (http://www.acuaticas.org/WebForms/
ConsultaContenidos/Paginas/RealMapasDistAbunEspecie.aspx)
Winter short-term trend: Información proporcionada por las Comunidades Autónomas. SEO/BirdLife (2012). Atlas de las aves en invierno en España 2007-2010. Ministerio 
de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente-SEO/ BirdLife. Madrid. 817 pp. (https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/
atlas_aves_invierno_tcm30-198034.pdf) SEO/BirdLife (2018). Censos de aves acuáticas. (http://www.acuaticas.org/WebForms/ConsultaContenidos/Paginas/
RealMapasDistAbunEspecie.aspx)
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Spain
Winter long-term trend: González, R. & Pérez-Aranda, D. (2011). Las aves acuáticas en España, 1980-2009. SEO/BirdLife, Madrid, 338 pp. SEO/BirdLife (2012). Atlas de 
las aves en invierno en España 2007-2010. Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente-SEO/ BirdLife. Madrid. 817 pp. (https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/
biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/atlas_aves_invierno_tcm30-198034.pdf)

Sweden
Breeding population size: Ottosson, U., Ottvall, R., Elmberg, J., Green, M., Gustafsson, R., Haas, F., Holmqvist, N., Lindström, Å., Nilsson, L., Svensson, M., Svensson, S. 
& Tjernberg, M. 2012. Fåglarna i Sverige – antal och förekomst. SOF, Halmstad. Swedish Bird Survey. BirdLife Sverige, Annual Bird reports.
Breeding short-term trend: Svensk fågeltaxering - Swedish Bird Survey
Breeding long-term trend: Svensk fågeltaxering - Swedish Bird Survey, data from regional inventories

United Kingdom
Breeding population size: Jackson, D. 2009. Interim report on 2009 breeding Whimbrel surveys. Unpublished report by Natural Research Ltd to Scottish Natural Heritage. 9 
pp.
Breeding short-term trend: Dore,C.P., Ellis, P.M., & Stuart, E.M. 1996. Numbers of Whimbrel breeding in Shetland in 1989-1994 and previously. Scottish Birds 18: 193-196. 
Jackson, D. 2009. Interim report on 2009 breeding Whimbrel surveys. Unpublished report by Natural Research Ltd to Scottish Natural Heritage. 9 pp.
Breeding long-term trend: Richardson, M.G. 1990. The distribution and status of Whimbrel Numenius p. phaeopus in Shetland and Britain. Bird Study 37: 61-68. Jackson, 
D. 2009. Interim report on 2009 breeding Whimbrel surveys. Unpublished report by Natural Research Ltd to Scottish Natural Heritage. 9 pp.
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