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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

Belarus 300–400 <1 2010-2018 partial 0 -10 to 10 2012-2019 expert + 50 to 60 1980-2019 expert  
Estonia 300–400 <1 2013-2017 complete 0 -8 to 5 2006-2017 complete + 2600 to 2900 1980-2017 complete  
Finland 48400–63600 16 2013-2018 complete 0 -17 to 13 2007-2018 complete 0 -3 to 75 1981-2018 complete  
Latvia 3–10 <1 2013-2018 partial - -58 to -38 2000-2018 partial + 113 to 345 1991-2017 partial  
Lithuania 0–5 <1 2013-2018 partial 0  2013-2018 partial 0  1980-2018 partial  
Norway 7300–16000 3 2013-2018 expert ?  2013-2018 partial ?  1980-2018 partial  
Russia 150000–350000 71 2007-2018 expert + 0 2008-2018 expert ?  1980-2018 expert  
Sweden 19000–39000 9 2013-2018 partial 0 -10 to 20 2007-2018 partial 0 -74 to 152 1980-2018 partial  
Ukraine 1–5 <1 2012-2019 complete F 10 to 15 2009-2019 complete F 10 to 20 1970-2019 expert  
United Kingdom 700–1500 <1 1995 complete +  1998-2010 partial +  1985-1995 partial  
EU28 68400–105000 26            
Europe 226000–471000 100            
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The 'method used' (replacing the data 'quality' assessment in the 2015 European Red List) is reported as: a) Complete: complete survey or a statistically robust estimate; b) Partial: 
based mainly on extrapolation from a limited amount of data; c) Expert: based mainly on expert opinion with very limited data; d) Defficient: insufficient or no data available.
5 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
6 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
7 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report


THE IUCN RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES™ BirdLife International (2021) European Red List of Birds

Tringa nebularia (Common Greenshank)

Table 2. Reported national wintering population sizes and trends in Europe1. Note that some countries within the species' wintering range did not report any data, and 
that only minimum totals are presented, to avoid double-counting of birds moving between countries.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (individuals)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

Albania 2–21 <1 2007-2018 complete + 0 to 250 2007-2018 complete 0 -5 to 0 1980-2018 complete
Azerbaijan 200–2000 14 1996-2019 expert ?  2010-2019 expert ?  1980-2019 expert
Bosnia & HG 5 <1 2015-2018 complete ?  2007-2018 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient
France 480–560 11 2013-2018 complete + 56 to 148 2007-2017 complete + 2202 to 5319 1980-2017 complete
Greece 110–290 4 2013-2018 complete ?  2007-2018 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient
Rep. Ireland 1200–1300 26 2011-2016 complete +  2004-2016 complete +  1987-2016 partial
Serbia 15 <1 2013-2018 complete F  2013-2018 complete + 80 to 100 1980-2018 partial
Spain 1100–1200 25 2013-2018 complete +  2007-2018 complete +  1980-2018 complete
Ukraine 1–5 <1 2014-2017 partial ?  2007-2018 partial ?  1980-2018 partial
United Kingdom 910–920 20 2012-2016 complete 0  2005-2016 complete +  1980-2016 complete
EU28 3800–4200 87           
Europe 4000–6200 100           
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The 'method used' (replacing the data 'quality' assessment in the 2015 European Red List) is reported as: a) Complete: complete survey or a statistically robust estimate; b) Partial: 
based mainly on extrapolation from a limited amount of data; c) Expert: based mainly on expert opinion with very limited data; d) Defficient: insufficient or no data available.
5 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
6 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
7 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude
▮ Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Figure 3. Reported wintering population sizes and short-term trends across Europe. Note that some countries 
within the species' wintering range did not report any data.

Figure 4. Reported wintering population sizes and long-term trends across Europe. Note that some countries 
within the species' wintering range did not report any data.
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Sources

Albania
Winter population size: Bino pers. obs.
Winter short-term trend: Bino et al. 2018
Winter long-term trend: Bino et al. 2018

Azerbaijan
Winter population size: AOS data base
Winter short-term trend: AOS Data Base
Winter long-term trend: AOS Data Base

Belarus
Breeding population size: Research work of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus “Dynamics and predictive assessment of changes in the state of 
populations of the main resource and biocenotically most important bird species in Belarus”
Breeding long-term trend: Nikiforov M.E., Kozulin A.V., eds. Belarussian birds at the beginning of XXI century: status, numbers, distribution. - 1997. - Minsk. - 187 p.

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Winter population size: based on IWC reports-all reports published in magazine Bilten mreže posmatrača ptica (www.ptice.ba)
Winter short-term trend: based on IWC reports-all reports published in magazine Bilten mreže posmatrača ptica (www.ptice.ba)
Winter long-term trend: There are no qualitative data before 2005 to make estimates

Estonia
Breeding population size: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers
Breeding short-term trend: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers
Breeding long-term trend: [1] Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers [2] Breeding bird survey of mires. http://seire.keskkonnainfo.ee/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=2034&Itemid=347

Finland
Breeding population size: Lehikoinen, A. , Below, A., Jukarainen, A., Laaksonen, T., Lehtiniemi, T., Mikkola-Roos, M., Pessa, J., Rajasärkkä, A., Rusanen, P., Sirkiä, P., 
Tiainen, J. & Valkama, J. 2019: Suomen lintujen pesimäkantojen koot. – Linnut-vuosikirja 2018: 38-45.
Breeding short-term trend: Väisänen, R. A., Lehikoinen, A. & Sirkiä, P. 2018: Suomen pesivän maalinnuston kannanvaihtelut 1975-2017. ‒ Linnut-vuosikirja 2017: 16‒31.
Breeding long-term trend: Väisänen, R. A., Lehikoinen, A. & Sirkiä, P. 2018: Suomen pesivän maalinnuston kannanvaihtelut 1975-2017. ‒ Linnut-vuosikirja 2017: 16‒31.

France
Winter population size: . Gaudard C., Quaintenne G., Dupuy J. (2018) Comptage des Oiseaux d’eau à la mi-janvier en France. Résultats 2018 du comptage Wetlands 
International. LPO BirdLife France - Service Connaissance, Wetlands International, Ministère de la Transition écologique et solidaire. pp. 24, et Annexes pp. 104, Rochefort..
Winter short-term trend: . Quaintenne G. & Gaudard C. (2018) Analyses de tendances oiseaux d’eau recensés en France à la mi-janvier 1980-2017. Rapport technique 
préalable à la rédaction de la synthèse Wetlands de Gaudard et al. (2018), pp. 53. Ligue Pour la Protection des Oiseaux, BirdLife France - Wetlands International, Rochefort, 
France..
Winter long-term trend: . Quaintenne G. & Gaudard C. (2018) Analyses de tendances oiseaux d’eau recensés en France à la mi-janvier 1980-2017. Rapport technique 
préalable à la rédaction de la synthèse Wetlands de Gaudard et al. (2018), pp. 53. Ligue Pour la Protection des Oiseaux, BirdLife France - Wetlands International, Rochefort, 
France..

Greece
Winter population size: 1) BirdLife International (2004) Birds in Europe:Population estimates, trends and conservation status. Cambridge, UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife 
Conservation Series No. 12). 2) Δημαλέξης, Τ., Καστρίτης, Θ., Γρίβας, Κ., Μανωλόπουλος, Α., Καρδακάρη, Ν., Κακαλής, Λ., Ξηρουχάκης, Σ., Τσαϊτουρίδης, Χ., Papazoglou, 
C. & Barov, B. 2009. Προσδιορισμός συμβατών δραστηριοτήτων σε σχέση με τα είδη χαρακτηρισμού των Ζωνών Ειδικής Προστασίας της ορνιθοπανίδας. Παραδοτέο 8. 
Οδηγός οικολογικών απαιτήσεων, απειλών και ενδεδειγμένων μέτρων για τα είδη χαρακτηρισμού. Available at: http://www.ypeka.gr/LinkClick.aspx?
fileticket=62LywcEzaKE%3D&tabid=539&language=el-GR. 3) Βλάχος Χ., Μπίρτσας Π., Θωμαΐδης Χ., Χατζηνίκος Ε., Μποντζώρλος Β., Μπραζιώτης Σ., Κόντος Κ., Βλαχάκη 
Δ., Δεδουσοπούλου Ε., Κιούσης Δ., Ξένος Α., Στεφάνου Λ.Μ., Κασάμπαλης Δ., και Μελικώκη Κ. (Συντονιστές έκδοσης). 2015. Γ’ Φάση της Μελέτης 9 «Εποπτεία και 
Αξιολόγηση της Κατάστασης Διατήρησης Ειδών Ορνιθοπανίδας στην Ελλάδα» ΥΠAΠΕΝ, Αθήνα, Σύμπραξη Γραφείων Μελετών «"Φ.ΦΑΣΟΥΛΑΣ-Ν.ΜΑΝΤΖΙΟΣ" Ε.Ε. – 
ΡΟΔΟΥΛΑ ΚΩΝΣΤΑΝΤΙΝΙΔΟΥ ΤΟΥ ΓΕΩΡΓΙΟΥ – "ΑΘ.ΤΖΑΚΟΠΟΥΛΟΣ ΚΑΙ ΣΙΑ" Ε.Ε.», Θεσσαλονίκη.
Winter long-term trend: no data available

Republic of Ireland
Winter population size: Burke, B., Lewis, L. J., Fitzgerald, N., Frost, T., Austin, G. & Tierney, T. D. (2018) Estimates of waterbird numbers wintering in Ireland, 2011/12 – 
2015/16. Irish Birds 11, 1-12.
Winter short-term trend: Lewis, L. J., Burke, B., Fitzgerald, N., Tierney, T. D. & Kelly, S. (2019) Irish Wetland Bird Survey: Waterbird Status and Distribution 
2009/10-2015/16. Irish Wildlife Manuals, No. 106. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Ireland.
Winter long-term trend: Lewis, L. J., Burke, B., Fitzgerald, N., Tierney, T. D. & Kelly, S. (2019) Irish Wetland Bird Survey: Waterbird Status and Distribution 
2009/10-2015/16. Irish Wildlife Manuals, No. 106. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Ireland.
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Latvia
Breeding population size: Unpublished data for European Breeding Bird Atlas (2013-2017); Expert: Andris Dekants, andris.dekants@lob.lv
Breeding short-term trend: Unpublished data for European Breeding Bird Atlas (2013-2017); Expert: Andris Dekants, andris.dekants@lob.lv
Breeding long-term trend: Strazds M., Priednieks J., Vaverins G. 1994. [Size of Latvian bird populations.] (in Latvian) In: Putni dabā, 4: 3–18 Unpublished data for European 
Breeding Bird Atlas (2013-2017); Expert: Andris Dekants, andris.dekants@lob.lv

Lithuania
Breeding population size: Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlaso duomenų bazė 
(Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds 
Directive 2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji knyga" 
parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES) Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2017-2018. Lietuvos saugomų 
gyvūnų, augalų ir grybų vertinimo pagal IUCN kategorijas ir rūšių aprašymų parengimo paslaugos (Protected species of animals, plants and mushrooms IUCN status 
estimation and describtions in Lithuania (Agreement No VPS-2017-16-AARP)
Breeding short-term trend: Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlaso duomenų bazė 
(Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds 
Directive 2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji knyga" 
parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES) Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2017-2018. Lietuvos saugomų 
gyvūnų, augalų ir grybų vertinimo pagal IUCN kategorijas ir rūšių aprašymų parengimo paslaugos (Protected species of animals, plants and mushrooms IUCN status 
estimation and describtions in Lithuania (Agreement No VPS-2017-16-AARP)
Breeding long-term trend: Logminas, V. (ed.). 1991. Lietuvos fauna: paukščiai. Vilnius: „Mokslas“. Kurlavičius, P. (ed.) 2006. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlasas. Kaunas: 
„Lututė“. Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) BirdLife International/European Bird Cencus Council. 2000. European bird populations: 
estimates and trends. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International (BirdLife Conservation Series No. 10). Raudonikis L. 2004. Important Bird Areas of the European Union 
Importance in Lithuania. Lithuanian Ornithological Society & Institute of Ecology of Vilnius University. Lutute, Vilnius. Jusys, V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2012. Lietuvos 
paukščių pažinimo vadovas. Kaunas: „Lututė“. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds Directive 
2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių 
atlaso duomenų bazė (Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji 
knyga" parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES) Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2017-2018. Lietuvos 
saugomų gyvūnų, augalų ir grybų vertinimo pagal IUCN kategorijas ir rūšių aprašymų parengimo paslaugos (Protected species of animals, plants and mushrooms IUCN 
status estimation and describtions in Lithuania (Agreement No VPS-2017-16-AARP)

Norway
Breeding population size: Shimmings P. & Øien, I.J. 2015. Bestandsestimater og trender for norske hekkefugler. NOF-rapport 2015-2.
Breeding short-term trend: Terrestrial monitoring programme - extensive (TOV-e)
Breeding long-term trend: Shimmings, P. & Øien, I.J. 2015. Bestandsestimater for norske hekkefugler. NOF Rapport 2-2015. 268 pp.

Russia
Breeding population size: Voltzit & Kalyakin 2013-2019; Database of the project on Atlas of breeding birds of European Russia
Breeding short-term trend: Mischenko et al. 2019
Breeding long-term trend: Semionov-Tien Shanskiy & Gilyazov 1991; Kokhanov 1989; Mischenko expert opinion. almovs@mail.ru

Serbia
Winter population size: IWC database
Winter short-term trend: IWC database
Winter long-term trend: IWC database; Bioras database http://www.bioras.petnica.rs/home.php

Spain
Winter population size: Información proporcionada por las Comunidades Autónomas. SEO/BirdLife (2018). Censos de aves acuáticas. (http://www.acuaticas.org/WebForms/
ConsultaContenidos/Paginas/RealMapasDistAbunEspecie.aspx)
Winter short-term trend: Información proporcionada por las Comunidades Autónomas. SEO/BirdLife (2018). Censos de aves acuáticas. (http://www.acuaticas.org/
WebForms/ConsultaContenidos/Paginas/RealMapasDistAbunEspecie.aspx) SEO/BirdLife (2019). Programas de seguimiento y grupos de trabajo de SEO/BirdLife 2018. SEO/
BirdLife. Madrid. (https:doi.org/10.31170/0073)
Winter long-term trend: González, R. & Pérez-Aranda, D. (2011). Las aves acuáticas en España, 1980-2009. SEO/BirdLife, Madrid, 338 pp. SEO/BirdLife (2018). Censos 
de aves acuáticas. (http://www.acuaticas.org/WebForms/ConsultaContenidos/Paginas/RealMapasDistAbunEspecie.aspx) SEO/BirdLife (2019). Programas de seguimiento y 
grupos de trabajo de SEO/BirdLife 2018. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid. (https:doi.org/10.31170/0073)

Sweden
Breeding population size: Ottosson, U., Ottvall, R., Elmberg, J., Green, M., Gustafsson, R., Haas, F., Holmqvist, N., Lindström, Å., Nilsson, L., Svensson, M., Svensson, S. 
& Tjernberg, M. 2012. Fåglarna i Sverige – antal och förekomst. SOF, Halmstad. Swedish Bird Survey. BirdLife Sverige, Annual Bird reports.
Breeding short-term trend: Svensk fågeltaxering - Swedish Bird Survey
Breeding long-term trend: Svensk fågeltaxering - Swedish Bird Survey

Ukraine
Winter population size: Andryushchenko, Yu.A., Popenko, V.M. 2016. New data on winter records of waders in South Ukraine. In Chernichko I.I., Mel’nikov V.N. (Eds.). 
2016. Issues of Wader Ecology, Migration and Conservation in Northern Eurasia: Materials of the 10th Jubilee Conference of the Working Group on Waders of Northern 
Eurasia, Ivanovo, 3–6 February 2016. Ivanovo State University, Ivanovo: 7-17 (in Russ.).
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United Kingdom
Breeding population size: Hancock, M. H., Gibbons, D. W. & Thompson, P. S. 1997. The status of the breeding Greenshank Tringa nebularia in the United Kingdom in 
1995. Bird Study 44: 290-302.
Breeding short-term trend: BTO/JNCC/RSPB Breeding Bird Survey data: Risely, K., Massimino, D., Johnston, A., Newson, S.E., Eaton, M.A., Musgrove, A.J., Noble, D.G., 
Procter, D. & Baillie, S.R. 2012. The Breeding Bird Survey 2011. BTO Research Report 624. British Trust for Ornithology, Thetford. http://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/u16/
downloads/reports/bbsreport11.pdf
Breeding long-term trend: Stroud, D.A., Reed, T.M., Pienkowski, M.W. & Lindsay, R.A. (1987). Birds, bogs and forestry: the peatlands of Caithness and Sutherland. Nature 
Conservancy Council, Peterborough. 121 pp. Hancock, M.H., Gibbons, D.W. & Thompson, P.S. 1997. The status of the breeding Greenshank Tringa nebularia in the United 
Kingdom in 1995. Bird Study 44: 290-302.
Winter population size: Frost, T.M., Austin, G.E., Hearn, R.D., McAvoy, S.G., Robinson, A., Stroud, D.A., Woodward, I.D. & Wotton, S.R. 2019. Population estimates of 
wintering waterbirds in Great Britain. British Birds 112: 130-145. 112: 130-145. Burke, B., Lewis, L.J., Frost, T., Austin, G. & Tierney, T.D. 2019. Estimates of waterbird 
numbers wintering in Ireland, 2011/12 - 2015/16. Irish Birds in press.
Winter short-term trend: Frost, T.M., Austin, G.E., Calbrade, N.A., Mellan, H.J., Hearn, R.D., Stroud, D.A., Wotton, S.R. & Balmer, D.E. (2018). Waterbirds in the UK 
2016/17: The Wetland Bird Survey. BTO, RSPB and JNCC, in association with WWT. British Trust for Ornithology, Thetford. 40 pp.
Winter long-term trend: Frost, T.M., Austin, G.E., Calbrade, N.A., Mellan, H.J., Hearn, R.D., Stroud, D.A., Wotton, S.R. & Balmer, D.E. (2018). Waterbirds in the UK 
2016/17: The Wetland Bird Survey. BTO, RSPB and JNCC, in association with WWT. British Trust for Ornithology, Thetford. 40 pp.
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