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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

Belarus 120–160 13 2010-2018 partial 0 -10 to 10 2012-2019 expert ?  1980-2019 deficient  
Estonia 5–10 <1 2013-2017 complete - -50 to -20 2006-2017 complete - -100 to -50 1980-2017 complete  
Finland 0–1 <1 2013-2018 expert 0  2007-2018 expert 0  1982-2018 expert  
Latvia 0 <1 2013-2018 expert 0  2012-2018 expert -  1991-2018 partial  
Lithuania 1–5 <1 2013-2018 partial 0  2013-2018 partial 0  1980-2018 partial  
Moldova  <1   ?  1990-2018 deficient ?   deficient  
Poland 12–15 1 2013-2018 complete -  2007-2018 complete - -20 to 0 1980-2018 complete  
Russia 800–1000 82 2007-2018 partial ?  2008-2018 expert - 0 1980-2018 partial  
Ukraine 25–35 3 2009-2016 complete 0 0 2012-2016 complete - -75 to -50 1994-2018 partial  
EU28 18–31 2            
Europe 960–1300 100            
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The 'method used' (replacing the data 'quality' assessment in the 2015 European Red List) is reported as: a) Complete: complete survey or a statistically robust estimate; b) Partial: 
based mainly on extrapolation from a limited amount of data; c) Expert: based mainly on expert opinion with very limited data; d) Defficient: insufficient or no data available.
5 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
6 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
7 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Table 2. Reported national wintering population sizes and trends in Europe1. Note that some countries within the species' wintering range did not report any data, and 
that only minimum totals are presented, to avoid double-counting of birds moving between countries.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (individuals)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

Albania 0–1 <1 2007-2018 complete 0 0 2007-2018 complete - -50 to 0 1980-2018 complete
Bulgaria 20–50 14 2013-2018 expert ?  2007-2018 expert ?  1980-2018 expert
Croatia 3–8 2 2012-2012 expert ?  2007-2018 deficient ?  1980-2013 deficient
France 3–14 3 2013-2017 partial 0  2009-2018 partial ?  1980-2018 partial
Greece 100–220 64 2013-2018 complete +  2007-2018 complete ?  1980-2018 deficient
Hungary 12–15 6 2015-2018 complete + 100 to 150 2007-2018 complete + 100 to 150 1980-2018 partial
Italy 2–6 2 2013-2015 partial ?  2007-2018 deficient ?  1991-2015 deficient
Romania 6–19 5 2013-2018 partial ? -11 to 4 2013-2018 partial ? -9 to 5 2000-2018 partial
Serbia 5–30 5 2013-2018 partial F  2013-2018 partial ? -10 to 10 1980-2018 expert
EU28 140–320 91           
Europe 150–370 100           
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The 'method used' (replacing the data 'quality' assessment in the 2015 European Red List) is reported as: a) Complete: complete survey or a statistically robust estimate; b) Partial: 
based mainly on extrapolation from a limited amount of data; c) Expert: based mainly on expert opinion with very limited data; d) Defficient: insufficient or no data available.
5 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
6 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
7 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude
▮ Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Figure 3. Reported wintering population sizes and short-term trends across Europe. Note that some countries 
within the species' wintering range did not report any data.

Figure 4. Reported wintering population sizes and long-term trends across Europe. Note that some countries 
within the species' wintering range did not report any data.
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Sources

Albania
Winter population size: Bino pers. obs.
Winter short-term trend: Bino et al. 2018
Winter long-term trend: Bino et al. 2018

Belarus
Breeding population size: Research work of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus “Dynamics and predictive assessment of changes in the state of 
populations of the main resource and biocenotically most important bird species in Belarus”
Breeding long-term trend: Dombrovski V.Ch. – personal communication

Bulgaria
Winter population size: Expert opinion; National Art. 12 reporting database 2013-2018; National workshop of experts, Sofia 27-29.8.2019; Golemansky V. (ed.) 2011. Red 
Data Book of the Republic of Bulgaria. Digital edition, Vol. 2, Animals. BAS-MOEW, Sofia, http://e-ecodb.bas.bg/rdb/en/vol2/;
Winter short-term trend: Expert opinion; National Art. 12 reporting database 2013-2018; National workshop of experts, Sofia 27-29.8.2019
Winter long-term trend: Expert opinion

Croatia
Winter population size: Tutiš, V., Kralj, J., Radović, D., Ćiković, D. i Barišić, S. (2013): Crvena knjiga ptica Republike Hrvatske. Ministarstvo zaštite okoliša i prirode, Državni 
zavod za zaštitu prirode, Zagreb
Winter short-term trend: no data available
Winter long-term trend: no data available

Estonia
Breeding population size: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers
Breeding short-term trend: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers
Breeding long-term trend: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers

Finland
Breeding population size: Lehikoinen, A. , Below, A., Jukarainen, A., Laaksonen, T., Lehtiniemi, T., Mikkola-Roos, M., Pessa, J., Rajasärkkä, A., Rusanen, P., Sirkiä, P., 
Tiainen, J. & Valkama, J. 2019: Suomen lintujen pesimäkantojen koot. – Linnut-vuosikirja 2018: 38-45.
Breeding short-term trend: Birds of Prey monitoring data, Finnish Museum of Natural History. Meller, K., Björklund, H., Saurola, P. & Valkama, J. 2019: Kuuma kesä suosi 
haukkoja — myyräkato masensi pöllöjä. – Linnut-vuosikirja 2018: 80-95. (in Finnish with English summary). Björklund, H., Saurola, P. & Valkama, J. 2018: Breeding and 
population trends of common raptors and owls in Finland in 2017. – Linnut-vuosikirja 2017: 56–69. (in Finnish with English summary).
Breeding long-term trend: Birds of Prey monitoring data, Finnish Museum of Natural History. Meller, K., Björklund, H., Saurola, P. & Valkama, J. 2019: Kuuma kesä suosi 
haukkoja — myyräkato masensi pöllöjä. – Linnut-vuosikirja 2018: 80-95. (in Finnish with English summary). Björklund, H., Saurola, P. & Valkama, J. 2018: Breeding and 
population trends of common raptors and owls in Finland in 2017. – Linnut-vuosikirja 2017: 56–69. (in Finnish with English summary).

France
Winter population size: . Comité d'Homologation national.
Winter short-term trend: . Comité d'Homologation National.
Winter long-term trend: Dubois, P. J., Luckzak, C. & Reeber, S. 2018. Tendances de 43 espèces d'oiseaux occasionnels en France. Ornithos 25-5,

Greece
Winter population size: Hellenic Ornithological Society Database
Winter short-term trend: Midwinter Counts Database, Hellenic Ornithological Society
Winter long-term trend: Midwinter Counts Database, Hellenic Ornithological Society

Hungary
Winter population size: Expert opinions http://www.birding.hu/
Winter short-term trend: Expert opinions http://www.birding.hu/
Winter long-term trend: Ecsedi Z. (2004): A Hortobágy madárvilága. Hortobágy Természetvédelmi Egyesület, Winter Fair, Balmazújváros-Szeged, 602 p. Expert opinions 
Fördős Zs. (1997): Nagy békászó sas (Aquila clanga) Nagyhegyes mellett. Calandrella 11(1-2), p. 98. Jaszenovics T.r (1976): A fekete sas (Aquila clanga) előfordulása 
Gemencen. Aquila (83), p. 282. http://www.birding.hu/

Italy
Winter population size: ISPRA-IWC Database
Winter short-term trend: ISPRA-IWC Database - Zenatello M., Baccetti N., Borghesi F., 2014. Risultati dei censimenti degli uccelli acquativi svernanti in Italia. Distribuzione, 
stima e trend delle popolazioni nel 2001-2010. ISPRA, Serie Rapporti, 206/2014, pp: 24-28.
Winter long-term trend: ISPRA-IWC Database; Baccetti N, Dall’Antonia P, Magagnoli P, Melega L, Serra L, Soldatini C, Zenatello M 2002. Risultati dei censimenti degli 
uccelli acquatici svernanti in Italia: distribuzione, stima e trend delle popolazioni nel 1991-2000. Biol. Cons. Fauna 111: 19-20.
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Latvia
Breeding population size: Unpublished data for European Breeding Bird Atlas (2013-2017); Expert: Andris Dekants, andris.dekants@lob.lv
Breeding short-term trend: Unpublished data for European Breeding Bird Atlas (2013-2017); Expert: Andris Dekants, andris.dekants@lob.lv
Breeding long-term trend: Strazds M., Priednieks J., Vaverins G. 1994. [Size of Latvian bird populations.] (in Latvian) In: Putni dabā, 4: 3–18 Expert: Maris Strazds, 
mstrazds@latnet.lv

Lithuania
Breeding population size: Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlaso duomenų bazė 
(Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds 
Directive 2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji knyga" 
parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES) Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) Jusys , 
V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2017. New and rare birds for Lithuania. Vilnius: „Lithuanian Ornithological Society“.
Breeding short-term trend: Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlaso duomenų bazė 
(Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds 
Directive 2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji knyga" 
parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES) Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) Jusys , 
V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2017. New and rare birds for Lithuania. Vilnius: „Lithuanian Ornithological Society“.
Breeding long-term trend: Logminas, V. (ed.). 1991. Lietuvos fauna: paukščiai. Vilnius: „Mokslas“. Kurlavičius, P. (ed.) 2006. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlasas. Kaunas: 
„Lututė“. Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) BirdLife International/European Bird Cencus Council. 2000. European bird populations: 
estimates and trends. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International (BirdLife Conservation Series No. 10). Raudonikis L. 2004. Important Bird Areas of the European Union 
Importance in Lithuania. Lithuanian Ornithological Society & Institute of Ecology of Vilnius University. Lutute, Vilnius. Jusys, V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2012. Lietuvos 
paukščių pažinimo vadovas. Kaunas: „Lututė“. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds Directive 
2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių 
atlaso duomenų bazė (Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji 
knyga" parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES) Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 
Jusys, V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2017. New and rare birds for Lithuania. Vilnius: „Lithuanian Ornithological Society“.

Moldova
Breeding short-term trend: SPPN expert opinion (sppn.moldova@gmail.com)
Breeding long-term trend: SPPN expert opinion (sppn.moldova@gmail.com)

Poland
Breeding population size: State Environmental Monitoring / Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection (survey: MOG – Spotted Eagle Census)
Breeding short-term trend: State Environmental Monitoring / Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection (survey: MOG)
Breeding long-term trend: Maciorowski G., Mirski P., Väli Ü. 2015. Hybridisation dynamics between the Greater Spotted Eagles Aquila clanga and Lesser Spotted Eagles 
Aquila pomarina in the Biebrza River Valley (NE Poland). Acta Ornithologica 50: 33–41.; Maciorowski G., Lontowski J.

Romania
Winter population size: International Waterbird Census, Romania, Ornitodata (Romanian Ornithological Society) Database, OpenBirdMaps (Milvus Group) Database
Winter short-term trend: International Waterbird Census, Romania, Ornitodata (Romanian Ornithological Society) Database, OpenBirdMaps (Milvus Group) Database
Winter long-term trend: International Waterbird Census, Romania, Ornitodata (Romanian Ornithological Society) Database, OpenBirdMaps (Milvus Group) Database

Russia
Breeding population size: Database of the project on Atlas of breeding birds of European Russia; Mischenko, expert opinion. almovs@mail.ru
Breeding short-term trend: Melnikov 2017; Kalyakin et al. 2019
Breeding long-term trend: Mischenko & Galushin 2001; Shepel 2013; Melnikov 2017

Serbia
Winter population size: IWC database
Winter short-term trend: IWC database
Winter long-term trend: IWC database; Bioras database http://www.bioras.petnica.rs/home.php

Ukraine
Breeding population size: Домашевский С. В. Современное состояние популяции большого подорлика (Aquila clanga) в Украине // Беркут. – 2017. – Т. 26, вип. 1. – 
С. 45-59.
Breeding short-term trend: Домашевский С. В. Современное состояние популяции большого подорлика (Aquila clanga) в Украине // Беркут. – 2017. – Т. 26, вип. 1. – 
С. 45-59.
Breeding long-term trend: Вєтров В.А. Підорлик великий // Червона книга України. Тваринний світ. К., 1994. - С. 329.
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