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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

Albania 80–200 <1 2007-2018 partial ?  2007-2018 partial + 0 to 300 1980-2018 expert  
Andorra 160–260 <1 2014-2017 partial ?  2011-2018 deficient ?     
Armenia 640–930 1 2013-2018 complete 0  2007-2018  0  2003-2018 partial  
Azerbaijan 2000–15000 9 1996-2019 expert 0  2013-2019 expert ?  1980-2019 expert  
France 2000–3000 4 2013-2018 partial ?  2007-2017 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient  
Georgia 1600–16100 8 2013-2017 partial ?   deficient ?     
Greece 1100–1800 2 2013-2018 expert - -30 to -5 2007-2018 expert ?  1980-2018 deficient  
Rep. Ireland 830–840 1 2002-2003 complete 0  1992-2003 complete + 24 to 30 1982-2003 complete  
Italy 1000–1500 2 2013-2018 expert ?  2007-2018 deficient + 50 to 110 1993-2018 expert  
Kosovo 60–80 <1 2007-2019 partial -  2007-2018 partial +  1990-2018 partial  
North Macedonia 40–60 <1 2014-2019 expert - -20 to -10 2007-2018 expert ?  1980-2019   
Portugal 100–300 <1 2013-2018 partial ?  2007-2018 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient  
Russia 5000–9600 12 2008-2018 partial - -1 to 0 2008-2018 expert - -1 1980-2018 expert  
Serbia 30–40 <1 2013-2018 expert ? -10 to 10 2007-2018 expert ? -10 to 10 1980-2018 expert  
Spain 16900–17000 28 1998-2002 complete +  2007-2018 complete +  1980-2018 complete  
ES: Canary Is 250–1000 <1 1997-2018 expert ?  2007-2018 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient  
Switzerland 70–80 <1 2013–2016 complete 0 -16 to 85 2007-2018 complete + 91 to 250 1990-2018 complete  
Turkey 10000–30000 29 2002-2012 expert ?  2008-2019 deficient ?  1980-2013 deficient  
United Kingdom 330–340 <1 2014 complete +  1992-2014 complete +  1982-2014 complete  
EU28 22600–25800 40            
Europe 42300–98100 100            
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The 'method used' (replacing the data 'quality' assessment in the 2015 European Red List) is reported as: a) Complete: complete survey or a statistically robust estimate; b) Partial: 
based mainly on extrapolation from a limited amount of data; c) Expert: based mainly on expert opinion with very limited data; d) Defficient: insufficient or no data available.
5 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
6 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
7 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Table 2. Reported national wintering population sizes and trends in Europe1. Note that some countries within the species' wintering range did not report any data, and 
that only minimum totals are presented, to avoid double-counting of birds moving between countries.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (individuals)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

United Kingdom 1200–1300 100 2014 complete 0  2002-2015 complete +  1982-2014 complete
EU28 1200–1300 100           
Europe 1200–1300 100           
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The 'method used' (replacing the data 'quality' assessment in the 2015 European Red List) is reported as: a) Complete: complete survey or a statistically robust estimate; b) Partial: 
based mainly on extrapolation from a limited amount of data; c) Expert: based mainly on expert opinion with very limited data; d) Defficient: insufficient or no data available.
5 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
6 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
7 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
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Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude
▮ Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.



THE IUCN RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES™ BirdLife International (2021) European Red List of Birds

Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Figure 3. Reported wintering population sizes and short-term trends across Europe. Note that some countries 
within the species' wintering range did not report any data.

Figure 4. Reported wintering population sizes and long-term trends across Europe. Note that some countries 
within the species' wintering range did not report any data.
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Sources

Albania
Breeding population size: Bino & Xeka 2020 in EBBA 2
Breeding short-term trend: Bino & Xeka pers. obs.
Breeding long-term trend: Bino pers. obs.

Andorra
Breeding population size: Fieldwork EBBA2, published at "Guia dels ocells d'Andorra. J. Nicolau & C. Pladevall, 2018"
Breeding short-term trend: Common Bird Monitoring Scheme of Andorra (SOCA)

Armenia
Breeding population size: TSE NGO National Bird Monitoring data.
Breeding short-term trend: TSE (2020) The Atlas of the Breeding Birds in Armenia. In preparation.
Breeding long-term trend: TSE (2020) The Atlas of the Breeding Birds in Armenia. In preparation.

Azerbaijan
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2004
Breeding short-term trend: AOS data base
Breeding long-term trend: AOS Data Base

France
Breeding population size: Issa N. & Muller Y. 2015. Atlas des oiseaux nicheurs de France métropolitaine. , LPO/SEOF/MNHN/Delachaux et Niestlé, Paris

Georgia
Breeding population size: EBBA Georgia, prepared by Sabuko-Society for nature conservation, Ilia state university, NGO "psovi".

Greece
Breeding population size: Xirouchakis, S. & Handrinos, G. 2009. Red-billed Chough. In: Legakis, A. & P. Maragou (eds.). The Greek Red Data Book. Hellenic Zoological 
Society.
Breeding short-term trend: Xirouchakis, S. & Handrinos, G. 2009. Red-billed Chough. In: Legakis, A. & P. Maragou (eds.). The Greek Red Data Book. Hellenic Zoological 
Society.
Breeding long-term trend: no data available

Republic of Ireland
Breeding population size: Gray, N., Thomas, G., Trewby, M. & Newton, S. (2003) The status and distribution of Choughs Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax in the Republic of Ireland 
2002/03. Irish Birds 7: 147-156. Trewby, M., Carroll, D., Farrell, F., Gaj- McKeever, R., Mugan, N. & Newton, S. (2010). The seasonal distribution and foraging behaviour of 
Red-billed Choughs Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax in Counties Sligo and Leitrim, February 2009 to January 2010. Unpublished BirdWatch Ireland Report to National Parks & 
Wildlife Service. Trewby, M., Carroll, D., Gaj‐McKeever, R., & Newton, S. (2010) The seasonal distribution and foraging behaviour of Red‐billed Choughs Pyrrhocorax 
pyrrhocorax in north Co. Kerry, September 2008 to September 2009. Unpublished BirdWatch Ireland Report to National Parks & Wildlife Service. Trewby, M., Carroll, D., 
Mugan, N. O’Keeffe, D. & Newton, S. (2010) The seasonal distribution and foraging behaviour of Red‐billed Choughs Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax in Counties Waterford and 
Cork, February 2008 to January 2009. Unpublished BirdWatch Ireland Report to National Parks & Wildlife Service. Trewby, M., Thomas, G. & Newton, S. (2005) The 
distribution and feeding ecology of the Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax in southwest Co. Cork. BirdWatch Ireland Conservation Report No. 05/1. Trewby, M. (2006) Choughs 
in southwest Co. Mayo, Killary Harbour to Achill Island: a review of information and observations in October‐November 2006. Unpublished BirdWatch Ireland Report, 
Newtownmountkennedy, Co.Wicklow. A review of the SPA network of sites in the Republic of Ireland. A report by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 
December 2013.
Breeding short-term trend: Berrow, S.D., Mackie, K.L., O’Sullivan, O., Shepherd, K.B., Mellon, C. & Coveney, J.A. (1993) The second International Chough Survey in 
Ireland. Irish Birds 5: 1-10. Gray, N., Thomas, G., Trewby, M. & Newton, S. (2003) The status and distribution of Choughs Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax in the Republic of Ireland 
2002/03. Irish Birds 7: 147-156. Expert opinion: M. Trewby, Woodrow Sustainable Solutions http://woodrow.ie/team/mike-trewby
Breeding long-term trend: Bullock, I.D., Drewett, D.R. & Mickleburgh, S.P. (1983) The Chough in Ireland. Irish Birds 2:257-271. Gray, N., Thomas, G., Trewby, M. & 
Newton, S. (2003) The status and distribution of Choughs Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax in the Republic of Ireland 2002/03. Irish Birds 7: 147-156. Expert opinion: M. Trewby, 
Woodrow Sustainable Solutions http://woodrow.ie/team/mike-trewby

Italy
Breeding population size: BirdLife International 2017. European birds of conservation concern: populations, trends and national responsibilities. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife 
International.
Breeding short-term trend: No recent data available
Breeding long-term trend: Brichetti P., Meschini E., 1993. Stima delle popolazioni di uccelli nidificanti. In Meschini E., Frugis S.,1993. Atlante degli uccelli nidificanti in Italia. 
Suppl. Ric. Biol. Selvaggina, 20, 1-345.

Kosovo
Breeding population size: Qenan Maxhuni
Breeding short-term trend: Qenan Maxhuni
Breeding long-term trend: Puzovic, S. et al. (2004): Birds of Serbia and Montenegro – Size of nesting populations. I trends: 1990-2002. Ciconia 12
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North Macedonia
Breeding population size: unpublished data from the European Breeding Bird Atlas 2
Breeding short-term trend: unpublished data from the European Breeding Bird Atlas 2

Portugal
Breeding population size: eBird (2019). eBird: An online database of bird distribution and abundance [web application]. eBird, Ithaca, New York. Available: http://
www.ebird.org/portugal/home. (Accessed: October 22, 2018).

Russia
Breeding population size: Voltzit & Kalyakin 2013-2019; Database of the project on Atlas of breeding birds of European Russia
Breeding short-term trend: Belik 2008; 2014
Breeding long-term trend: Belik et al. 2003; Belik 2008; 2014

Serbia
Breeding population size: EBBA2 project; Puzović, S., Radišić, D., Ružić, M., Rajković, D., Radaković, M., Pantović, U., Janković, M., Stojnić, N., Šćiban, M., Tucakov, M., 
Gergelj, J., Sekulić, G., Agošton, A. & Raković, M. 2015. Birds of Serbia: Breeding Population Estimates and Trends for the Period 2008-2013. Bird protection and study 
society of Serbia, and Department of Biology and Ecology, Faculty of Sciences, University of Novi Sad, Novi Sad.
Breeding short-term trend: Puzović, S., Radišić, D., Ružić, M., Rajković, D., Radaković, M., Pantović, U., Janković, M., Stojnić, N., Šćiban, M., Tucakov, M., Gergelj, J., 
Sekulić, G., Agošton, A. & Raković, M. 2015. Birds of Serbia: Breeding Population Estimates and Trends for the Period 2008-2013. Bird protection and study society of 
Serbia, and Department of Biology and Ecology, Faculty of Sciences, University of Novi Sad, Novi Sad.
Breeding long-term trend: Puzović, S., Radišić, D., Ružić, M., Rajković, D., Radaković, M., Pantović, U., Janković, M., Stojnić, N., Šćiban, M., Tucakov, M., Gergelj, J., 
Sekulić, G., Agošton, A. & Raković, M. 2015. Birds of Serbia: Breeding Population Estimates and Trends for the Period 2008-2013. Bird protection and study society of 
Serbia, and Department of Biology and Ecology, Faculty of Sciences, University of Novi Sad, Novi Sad.

Spain
Breeding population size: Martí, R. & del Moral, J.C. (Eds.) (2003). Atlas de las Aves Reproductoras de España. Dirección General de Conservación de la Naturaleza- 
Sociedad Española de Ornitología. Madrid, 733 pp. (https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/inventario-especies-terrestres/inventario-
nacional-de-biodiversidad/ieet_aves_atlas.aspx)
Breeding short-term trend: Database of the ‘Atlas de las aves reproductoras de España’. Updated version 2011 with data from SEO/Birdlife’s monitoring programmes. In: 
Inventario Español de Especies Terrestres, Inventario Español del Patrimonio Natural y de la Biodiversidad. Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente (2013). 
(https://www.miteco.gob.es/fr/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/inventario-especies-terrestres/ieet_aves_sist_seg_tendencia_comunes_esp.aspx) Información 
proporcionada por las Comunidades Autónomas. SEO/BirdLife (2019). Programas de seguimiento y grupos de trabajo de SEO/BirdLife 2018. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid. 
(https:doi.org/10.31170/0073)
Breeding long-term trend: Blanco, G. (2004a). La Chova piquirroja (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax). Pp. 546-547. En: Martí, R. (ed.). Atlas de las aves reproductoras de España. 
Dirección General de Conservación de la Naturaleza-Sociedad Española de Ornitología, Madrid. Database of the ‘Atlas de las aves reproductoras de España’. Updated 
version 2011 with data from SEO/Birdlife’s monitoring programmes. In: Inventario Español de Especies Terrestres, Inventario Español del Patrimonio Natural y de la 
Biodiversidad. Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente (2013). (https://www.miteco.gob.es/fr/biodiversidad/temas/inventarios-nacionales/inventario-especies-
terrestres/ieet_aves_sist_seg_tendencia_comunes_esp.aspx) Información proporcionada por las Comunidades Autónomas. SEO/BirdLife (2019). Programas de seguimiento 
y grupos de trabajo de SEO/BirdLife 2018. SEO/BirdLife. Madrid. (https:doi.org/10.31170/0073)

ES: Canary Is
Breeding population size: Lorenzo, J.A., González, E. & Trujillo, D. (2017). Estudio de la distribución y abundancia de especies orníticas escasas y prioritarias en el Parque 
Nacional de la Caldera de Taburiente en 2017. Informe final. SEO/BirdLife y Dirección General de Protección de la Naturaleza del Gobierno de Canarias. Informe no 
publicado. 226 pp.
Breeding short-term trend: Blanco, G., Pais, J.L., Fargallo, J.A., Potti, J., Lemus, J.A., & Dávila, J.A. (2009). High proportion of non breeding individuals in an isolated Red-
billed Chough population on an oceanic island (La Palma, Canary Islands). Ardeola 56 (2): 229-339. Lorenzo, J.A. (2007) (Ed). Atlas de las Aves Nidificantes en el 
Archipiélago Canario (1997-2003). Dirección General de Conservación de la Naturaleza-Sociedad Española de Ornitología. Madrid. 520 pp. Lorenzo, J.A., González, E. & 
Trujillo, D. (2017). Estudio de la distribución y abundancia de especies orníticas escasas y prioritarias en el Parque Nacional de la Caldera de Taburiente en 2017. Informe 
final. SEO/BirdLife y Dirección General de Protección de la Naturaleza del Gobierno de Canarias. Informe no publicado. 226 pp.
Breeding long-term trend: Blanco, G., Pais, J.L., Fargallo, J.A., Potti, J., Lemus, J.A., & Dávila, J.A. (2009). High proportion of non breeding individuals in an isolated Red-
billed Chough population on an oceanic island (La Palma, Canary Islands). Ardeola 56 (2): 229-339. Lorenzo, J.A. (2007) (Ed). Atlas de las Aves Nidificantes en el 
Archipiélago Canario (1997-2003). Dirección General de Conservación de la Naturaleza-Sociedad Española de Ornitología. Madrid. 520 pp. Lorenzo, J.A., González, E. & 
Trujillo, D. (2017). Estudio de la distribución y abundancia de especies orníticas escasas y prioritarias en el Parque Nacional de la Caldera de Taburiente en 2017. Informe 
final. SEO/BirdLife y Dirección General de Protección de la Naturaleza del Gobierno de Canarias. Informe no publicado. 226 pp. Madroño, A., González, C. & Atienza, J.C. 
(Eds.). (2004). Libro Rojo de las Aves de España. Dirección General para la Biodiversidad-SEO/BirdLife, Madrid. 452 pp. (https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/biodiversidad/temas/
inventarios-nacionales/lrcompletoparaweb_tcm30-207942.pdf) Martín, A. & Lorenzo, J.A. (2001). Aves del Archipiélago Canario. Francisco Lemus Editor. La Laguna. 787 pp

Switzerland
Breeding population size: Knaus, P., S. Antoniazza, S. Wechsler, J. Guélat, M. Kéry, N. Strebel & T. Sattler (2018): Swiss Breeding Bird Atlas 2013–2016. Distribution and 
population trends of birds in Switzerland and Liechtenstein. Swiss Ornithological Institute, Sempach.
Breeding short-term trend: https://www.vogelwarte.ch/en/projects/population-trends/breeding-population-indices/
Breeding long-term trend: https://www.vogelwarte.ch/en/projects/population-trends/breeding-population-indices/

Turkey
Breeding population size: Murat Bozdoğan, Soner Bekir personal communication (2019), Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, trends and 
conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife Conservation series no: 12) Kusbank Bird Database (Ebird) Kirwan G.M., Boyla K. A., Castell P., Demirci B., 
Özen M., Welch H., Marlow T., 2008, Birds of Turkey. Londra, Christopher Helm, 978-1-4081-0475-
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United Kingdom
Breeding population size: Hayhow, D.B., Johnstone, I., Moore, A.S., Mucklow, C., Stratford, A. Sur, M. & Eaton, M.A. 2018. Breeding status of Red-billed Chough 
Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax in the UK and Isle of Man 2014. Bird Study 65: 458-470.
Breeding short-term trend: Johnstone, I., Thorpe, R., Moore, A. & Finney, S. 2007. Breeding status of Choughs Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax in the UK and Isle of Man in 2002. 
Bird Study 54: 23-24. Hayhow, D.B., Johnstone, I., Moore, A.S., Mucklow, C., Stratford, A. Sur, M. & Eaton, M.A. 2018. Breeding status of Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax 
pyrrhocorax in the UK and Isle of Man 2014. Bird Study 65: 458-470.
Breeding long-term trend: Bullock, I., Drewett, D. & Mickleburgh, M.A. 1983. The Chough in Britain and Ireland. British Birds 76: 377-401. Hayhow, D.B., Johnstone, I., 
Moore, A.S., Mucklow, C., Stratford, A. Sur, M. & Eaton, M.A. 2018. Breeding status of Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax in the UK and Isle of Man 2014. Bird 
Study 65: 458-470.
Winter population size: Hayhow, D.B., Johnstone, I., Moore, A.S., Mucklow, C., Stratford, A. Sur, M. & Eaton, M.A. 2018. Breeding status of Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax 
pyrrhocorax in the UK and Isle of Man 2014. Bird Study 65: 458-470.
Winter short-term trend: Johnstone, I., Thorpe, R., Moore, A. & Finney, S. 2007. Breeding status of Choughs Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax in the UK and Isle of Man in 2002. 
Bird Study 54: 23-24. vs Hayhow, D.B., Johnstone, I., Moore, A.S., Mucklow, C., Stratford, A. Sur, M. & Eaton, M.A. 2018. Breeding status of Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax 
pyrrhocorax in the UK and Isle of Man 2014. Bird Study 65: 458-470.
Winter long-term trend: Bullock, I., Drewett, D. & Mickleburgh, M.A. 1983. The Chough in Britain and Ireland. British Birds 76: 377-401. vs Hayhow, D.B., Johnstone, I., 
Moore, A.S., Mucklow, C., Stratford, A. Sur, M. & Eaton, M.A. 2018. Breeding status of Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax in the UK and Isle of Man 2014. Bird 
Study 65: 458-470.
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