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Table 1. Reported national breeding population size and trends in Europe1.
Country (or 
territory)2

Population estimate Short-term population trend5 Long-term population trend5 Subspecific population (where relevant)
Size (pairs)3 Europe (%) Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4 Direction6 Magnitude (%)7 Year(s) Method4

Armenia 10–21 <1 2013-2018 complete F  2007-2018 expert ?  2003-2018 deficient  
Belarus 14000–17000 3 2010-2018 partial + 100 to 300 2012-2019 expert + 100 to 300 1980-2019 expert  
Czechia 0–2 <1 2014-2017 complete ?  2007-2018 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient  
Estonia 100–150 <1 2013-2017 complete + 112 to 559 2006-2017 complete +  1980-2017 complete  
Finland 10–30 <1 2013-2018 partial 0  2007-2018 partial +  1991-2018 partial  
Georgia 220–2300 <1 2013-2017 partial ?   deficient ?     
Latvia 100–200 <1 2018-2018 partial + 63 to 82 2002-2018 partial + 2905 to 5697 1991-2018 partial  
Lithuania 150–250 <1 2013-2018 partial + 5 to 10 2013-2018 partial + 2900 to 4900 1980-2018 partial  
Poland 100–200 <1 2013-2014 partial ?  2007-2018 deficient + 2500 to 5000 1980-2018 expert  
Russia 350000–500000 87 2008-2018 partial + 5 to 10 2008-2018 expert + 10 to 20 1980-2018 partial  
Serbia 2–5 <1 2013-2018 complete ?  2007-2018 deficient ?  1980-2018 deficient  
Slovakia 0–2 <1 2013-2018 complete + 0 to 2 2007-2018 complete ?  1980-2018 complete  
Sweden 0–10 <1 2013-2018 complete F -100 to 100 2007-2018 complete + 0 to 500 1980-2018 complete  
Turkey 2000–6000 <1 2002-2012 expert ?  2008-2019 deficient ?  1980-2013 deficient  
Ukraine 35000–47000 9 2015-2017 partial -  2010-2018 partial ?  1980-2018 partial  
EU28 460–850 <1            
Europe 401000–574000 100            
1 See 'Sources' at end of factsheet, and for more details on individual EU Member State reports, see the Article 12 reporting portal at http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report.
2 The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
3 In the few cases where population size estimates were reported in units other than those specified, they were converted to the correct units using standard correction factors.
4 The 'method used' (replacing the data 'quality' assessment in the 2015 European Red List) is reported as: a) Complete: complete survey or a statistically robust estimate; b) Partial: 
based mainly on extrapolation from a limited amount of data; c) Expert: based mainly on expert opinion with very limited data; d) Defficient: insufficient or no data available.
5 The robustness of regional trends to the effects of any missing or incomplete data was tested using plausible scenarios, based on other sources of information, including any other 
reported information, recent national Red Lists, scientific literature, other publications and consultation with relevant experts.
6 Trend directions are reported as: increasing (+); decreasing (-); stable (0); fluctuating (F); or unknown (?).
7 Trend magnitudes are rounded to the nearest integer.

http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report
http://bd.eionet.europa.eu/article12/report


THE IUCN RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES™ BirdLife International (2021) European Red List of Birds

Trend maps

A symbol appears in each country where the species occurs: the shape and colour of the symbol 
represent the population trend in that country, and the size of the symbol corresponds to the proportion 
of the European population occurring in that country.

KEY

Ç Large increase (≥50%) È Large decrease (≥50%)
Ç Moderate increase (20–49%) È Moderate decrease (20–49%)
Ç Small increase (<20%) È Small decrease (<20%)
ñ Increase of unknown magnitude ò Decrease of unknown magnitude
▮ Stable or fluctuating
0 Unknown
¢ Present (no population or trend data)
Ð Extinct since 1980

Each symbol, with the exception of Present and Extinct, may occur in up to three different size classes, 
corresponding to the proportion of the European population occurring in that country.

ñ Large: ≥10% of the European population

ñ Medium: 1–9% of the European population

ñ Small: <1% of the European population

The designation of geographical entities and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of IUCN or BirdLife International concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries.
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Figure 1. Breeding population sizes and short-term trends across Europe.

Figure 2. Breeding population sizes and long-term trends across Europe.
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Sources

Armenia
Breeding population size: TSE NGO National Bird Monitoring data.
Breeding short-term trend: TSE (2020) The Atlas of the Breeding Birds in Armenia. In preparation.
Breeding long-term trend: TSE (2020) The Atlas of the Breeding Birds in Armenia. In preparation.

Belarus
Breeding population size: Research work of the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus “Dynamics and predictive assessment of changes in the state of 
populations of the main resource and biocenotically most important bird species in Belarus”
Breeding long-term trend: Nikiforov M.E., Kozulin A.V., eds. Belarussian birds at the beginning of XXI century: status, numbers, distribution. - 1997. - Minsk. - 187 p.

Czechia
Breeding population size: Šťastný et Bejček in prep. - Atlas hnízdního rozšíření ptáků ČR 2014-2017
Breeding short-term trend: expert opinion
Breeding long-term trend: expert opinion

Estonia
Breeding population size: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers
Breeding short-term trend: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers
Breeding long-term trend: Estonian Working Group on Bird Status and Numbers

Finland
Breeding population size: Lehikoinen, A. , Below, A., Jukarainen, A., Laaksonen, T., Lehtiniemi, T., Mikkola-Roos, M., Pessa, J., Rajasärkkä, A., Rusanen, P., Sirkiä, P., 
Tiainen, J. & Valkama, J. 2019: Suomen lintujen pesimäkantojen koot. – Linnut-vuosikirja 2018: 38-45.
Breeding short-term trend: BirdLife Finland 2019: Regional observation summary database of Finnish Birdwatching societies on scarce bird species.
Breeding long-term trend: BirdLife Finland 2019: Regional observation summary database of Finnish Birdwatching societies on scarce bird species. Expert working group.

Georgia
Breeding population size: EBBA Georgia, prepared by Sabuko-Society for nature conservation, Ilia state university and NGO "Psovi"

Latvia
Breeding population size: Unpublished data for European Breeding Bird Atlas (2013-2017); Expert: Andris Dekants, andris.dekants@lob.lv
Breeding short-term trend: Ķerus V. 2011. Changes in the status of breeding birds of Latvia during 1980-2010. Doctoral Thesis. Riga: University of Latvia Unpublished data 
for European Breeding Bird Atlas (2013-2017); Expert: Andris Dekants, andris.dekants@lob.lv
Breeding long-term trend: Strazds M., Priednieks J., Vaverins G. 1994. [Size of Latvian bird populations.] (in Latvian) In: Putni dabā, 4: 3–18 Unpublished data for European 
Breeding Bird Atlas (2013-2017); Expert: Andris Dekants, andris.dekants@lob.lv

Lithuania
Breeding population size: Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlaso duomenų bazė 
(Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds 
Directive 2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji knyga" 
parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES) Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) Jusys, 
V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2017. New and rare birds for Lithuania. Vilnius: „Lithuanian Ornithological Society“.
Breeding short-term trend: Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlaso duomenų bazė 
(Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds 
Directive 2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji knyga" 
parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES) Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) Jusys, 
V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2017. New and rare birds for Lithuania. Vilnius: „Lithuanian Ornithological Society“.
Breeding long-term trend: Logminas, V. (ed.). 1991. Lietuvos fauna: paukščiai. Vilnius: „Mokslas“. Kurlavičius, P. (ed.) 2006. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių atlasas. Kaunas: 
„Lututė“. Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) BirdLife International/European Bird Cencus Council. 2000. European bird populations: 
estimates and trends. Cambridge, UK: BirdLife International (BirdLife Conservation Series No. 10). Raudonikis L. 2004. Important Bird Areas of the European Union 
Importance in Lithuania. Lithuanian Ornithological Society & Institute of Ecology of Vilnius University. Lutute, Vilnius. Jusys, V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2012. Lietuvos 
paukščių pažinimo vadovas. Kaunas: „Lututė“. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2012. Status and trends of bird populations (Article 12, Birds Directive 
2009/147/EC) National Summary 2008-2012 Lithuania. Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 2015-2018. Lietuvos perinčių paukščių 
atlaso duomenų bazė (Lithuanian Breeding Birds Atlas Database). Vilnius. Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania. 2016-2018. Leidinio "Lietuvos raudonoji 
knyga" parengimo paslaugos (Red data book of Lithuania). (Agreement No VPS-2016-104-ES) Expert working group of the Lithuanian Ornithological Society (lod@birdlife.lt) 
Jusys, V., Karalius, S., Raudonikis, L. 2017. New and rare birds for Lithuania. Vilnius: „Lithuanian Ornithological Society“.

Poland
Breeding population size: Krajewski Ł. 2016. Wybrane elementy biologii lęgowej pliszki cytrynowej Motacilla citreola na Bagnach Biebrzańskich.Ornis Polonica 57: 1–11; 
Chodkiewicz T., Kuczyński L., Sikora A., Chylarecki P., Neubauer G., Ławicki Ł., Stawarczyk T. 2015. Ocena liczebności populacji ptaków lęgowych w Polsce w latach 2008–
2012. Ornis Polonica 56: 149-189; expert assessment
Breeding short-term trend: Chief Inspectorate of Environmental Protection & Polish Society for the Protection of Birds (OTOP) / BirdLife Poland
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Poland
Breeding long-term trend: Stawarczyk T., Cofta T., Kajzer Z., Lontkowski J., Sikora A. 2017. Rzadkie Ptaki Polski. Studio B&W Wojciech Janecki, Sosnowiec; Sikora A., 
Rohde Z., Gromadzki M., Neubauer G., Chylarecki P. 2007. Atlas rozmieszczenia ptaków lęgowych Polski 1985-2004. Bog

Russia
Breeding population size: Voltzit & Kalyakin 2013-2019; Database of the project on Atlas of breeding birds of European Russia
Breeding short-term trend: Mischenko & Sukhanova 2017; 2019; Kontorshchikov & Kontorshchikova 2019
Breeding long-term trend: Shvets & Smirnova 2017; Mischenko & Sukhanova 2017; 2019; Belik et al. 2003; Kontorshchikov et al. 2019

Serbia
Breeding population size: EBBA2 project; Puzović, S., Radišić, D., Ružić, M., Rajković, D., Radaković, M., Pantović, U., Janković, M., Stojnić, N., Šćiban, M., Tucakov, M., 
Gergelj, J., Sekulić, G., Agošton, A. & Raković, M. 2015. Birds of Serbia: Breeding Population Estimates and Trends for the Period 2008-2013. Bird protection and study 
society of Serbia, and Department of Biology and Ecology, Faculty of Sciences, University of Novi Sad, Novi Sad.
Breeding short-term trend: Puzović, S., Radišić, D., Ružić, M., Rajković, D., Radaković, M., Pantović, U., Janković, M., Stojnić, N., Šćiban, M., Tucakov, M., Gergelj, J., 
Sekulić, G., Agošton, A. & Raković, M. 2015. Birds of Serbia: Breeding Population Estimates and Trends for the Period 2008-2013. Bird protection and study society of 
Serbia, and Department of Biology and Ecology, Faculty of Sciences, University of Novi Sad, Novi Sad.
Breeding long-term trend: Puzović, S., Radišić, D., Ružić, M., Rajković, D., Radaković, M., Pantović, U., Janković, M., Stojnić, N., Šćiban, M., Tucakov, M., Gergelj, J., 
Sekulić, G., Agošton, A. & Raković, M. 2015. Birds of Serbia: Breeding Population Estimates and Trends for the Period 2008-2013. Bird protection and study society of 
Serbia, and Department of Biology and Ecology, Faculty of Sciences, University of Novi Sad, Novi Sad.

Slovakia
Breeding population size: Coordinatory group for reporting 2019. Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV 
Bratislava, 2002. Karaska, D., Cichocki, W. & Kocian, Ľ., 2018: Hniezdne rozšírenie vtáctva Oravy. Slovenská ornitologická spoločnosť/BirdLife Slovensko, Bratislava, str. 620 
Karaska et al 2014
Breeding short-term trend: Coordinatory group for reporting 2019, AVES-Symfony Database 2013-2018, KIMS Database 2013-2018. Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, 
Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002. Karaska et al 2014
Breeding long-term trend: Coordinatory group for reporting 2019, AVES-Symfony Database 2013-2018, KIMS Database 2013-2018. Danko Štefan, Darolová Alžbeta, 
Krištín Anton: Rozšírenie vtákov na Slovensku. VEDA, vyd. SAV Bratislava, 2002. Karaska et al 2014

Sweden
Breeding population size: Ottosson, U., Ottvall, R., Elmberg, J., Green, M., Gustafsson, R., Haas, F., Holmqvist, N., Lindström, Å., Nilsson, L., Svensson, M., Svensson, S. 
& Tjernberg, M. 2012. Fåglarna i Sverige – antal och förekomst. SOF, Halmstad. Swedish Bird Survey. BirdLife Sverige, Annual Bird reports.
Breeding short-term trend: Species observation system, www.artportalen.se
Breeding long-term trend: BirdLife Sverige annual reports

Turkey
Breeding population size: Ferdi Akarsu, Soner Bekir, Murat Bozdoğan personal communication (2019), Birdlife International (2004) Birds in Europe: population estimates, 
trends and conservation status, Cambridge UK: Birdlife International (Birdlife Conservation series no: 12) Kusbank Bird Database (Ebird) Kirwan G.M., Boyla K. A., Castell P., 
Demirci B., Özen M., Welch H., Marlow T., 2008, Birds of Turkey. Londra, Christopher Helm, 978-1-4081-0475-

Ukraine
Breeding population size: Atlas work, non-published data
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